It is extremely important to be cautious when
contracting for home improvements and storm
repairs. Making smart choices and becoming
informed can help you protect yourself from
being taken advantage of.

Beware of unscrupulous contractors who try to
use your misfortune to their advantage.

+ They often target the uninformed and
inexperienced, as well as the elderly.

+ They solicit door-to-door, frequently traveling
in unmarked trucks and vans.

+ They give a post office box address instead of
a street address.

+ They demand that you obtain the necessary
building permits.
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Choosing a Contractor

+ Check all potential contractors' state-
issued licenses. Make sure a contractor's
license is current and active by calling
850.487.1395 or visiting
www.MyFloridaLicense.com. Beware of
fake licenses and ask to see multiple
forms of ID.

+ Ask for references. A legitimate
contractor will be happy to provide you
with the names and contact information of
recent customers.

+ Obtain a written estimate from several
licensed contractors. Make sure the
estimate includes the work to be done,
materials involved, completion date and
total cost. Beware of contractors
purporting to be the fastest or the
cheapest, which may result in poor
workmanship, inferior materials or
unfinished jobs.

+ Bring estimates to your insurance agent
before you sign a contract. Verify that the
repairs are covered by your insurance ’
policy and be sure you know the proper
procedure you must follow to ensure
payment of a claim.

Some Helpful Tips:
+ Avoid paying cash.

+ Avoid any contractor who requires payment in
advance. Arrange to pay after the work is
completed or in agreed-upon
installments.

+ Don't sign the completion certificate until
all work is finished to your satisfaction
and all permits are cleared via a final
inspection.

+ If your contract exceeds $2,500, become
familiar with the Florida Construction Lien
Law. Details may be found at
www.MyFlorida.com/dbpr.

A contractor's license from DBPR is required for
any roofing, structural additions, air
conditioning, plumbing, electric/alarm work and
most jobs requiring permits. DBPR neither
licenses nor has jurisdiction over other trades
such as concrete contractors, painters, drywall
contractors or those doing repairs of a minor
nature.

The rush to complete repairs may lead you to
do business with unscrupulous contractors or to
consider hiring an unlicensed contractor. While
hiring an unlicensed contractor may provide a
quick fix in the short term, it could result in
many serious and lasting consequences,
including further damage to your property.

By hiring a licensed contractor, you will have
peace of mind knowing that the project will be
done by someone who has taken the time to
acquire the appropriate education, the proper
workers' compensation and/or liability
insurance and possesses the necessary
experience.
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For more information, or to file a complaint, visit
www.MyFloridaLicense.com, or call
850.487.1395.

Signing a Contract
Be certain your contract includes:

+ Contractor's name, street address,
telephone number and state license
number.

+ Precise description of work to be
completed, including a draw schedule and
materials to be used.

+ Completion date, including cleanup after the
work is finished.

+ Warranty agreements, including length,
terms and recourse.

+ Notice of consumers’ rights under the
Florida Homeowners' Construction
Recovery Fund for contracts involving
general, residential and building contractors.

Read your contract carefully and personally fill
in any blank spaces. Consider having an
attorney review the contract. If you do not have
an attorney, the Florida Bar offers an attorney
referral service, which may be reached at
1.800.342.8011.




Florida has strict contracting laws. Becoming familiar with them
can help you stay out of trouble and obtain the license you need
to work in Florida.

A contractor’s license from the Department of Business and
Professional Regulation is required for any roofing, structural
additions, sheet metal, air conditioning, plumbing, swimming pool and
spa, underground utility, mechanical, electric/alarm work and most
jobs requiring permits. Defined in Section 489.105, Florida Statutes, a
contractor is a person who is qualified and responsible for the repair,
alteration, remodeling, addition, demolition, subtraction from, or
improvement of any building or structure.

Offering or engaging in the practice of contracting without a state-
issued contractor's license is illegal, per Section 489.127, Florida
Statutes.

Iindividuals contracting without a license can face up to five years
in prison and fines of up to $5,000.

The first offense is a first degree misdemeanor, and the second
offense is a third degree felony.

The practice of unlicensed contracting during a declared state of
emergency, even as a first offense, is a felony of the third degree

DBPR continuously pursues unlicensed individuals in an effort to
protect Florida's citizens.

In the 2004-2005 Fiscal Year, DBPR conducted over 1,200 proactive
sweeps to identify and stop the practice of unlicensed contracting.
During these operaltions, investigators:

+ conducted over 18,500 license checks;

+ issued over 500 citations;

+ opened over 1,350 cases,

+ issued over 1,500 cease and desist orders; and

+ facilitated the arrests of over 65 unlicensed individuals.

Become a Florida-licensed contractor.

Individuals seeking licensure must complete an application, take an
exam under certain conditions and produce adequate financial
records All licensees require the proper Workers' Compensation (or
an exemption), Liability and Property Damage Insurance.

Licenses may be issued by registration or certification.

Registration — The applicant has complied with local licensing
requirements and can practice only within that locale. The applicant
must register the local license with DBPR.

Certification — The applicant has taken and passed an examination
and can practice throughout Florida. The applicant must apply directly
to DBPR for licensure.

Contact DBPR for more information about obtaining a
contractor’s license.

For applications, fees and other information please visit
www.MyFlorida.com/dbpr, select Professions and Professional Boards,
then select Construction Industry, or call 850.487.1395 for additional
information.

The mission of the Unlicensed Activity Program is to protect the
health, safety and welfare of the public by identifying and reducing the
practice of unlicensed activity through coordinated efforts with local
building departments, law enforcement agencies and state attorneys’
offices.



