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This civic packet contains news and information about events and programs available to residents, businesses and visitors in the City of Fort Lauderdale.
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Tuesday, June 2, 2009 and Tuesday, June 16, 2009
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· Swine Flu: What You Can Do to Stay Healthy

· Hurricane Season Checklist: Time Again to Prepare

· City Sanitation Division Urges Residents to Prepare for Hurricane Season by Trimming Trees Now
· Reminder: South Florida Water Management District Watering Restrictions
City of Fort Lauderdale to Receive $2 Million Federal Grant to Fund Energy Efficiency Projects

The City of Fort Lauderdale will receive a $2 million federal grant from the U.S. Department of Energy to be used for energy efficiency and conservation projects. 

“We’d like to thank Congressman Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Congressman Ron Klein and Congressman Alcee Hastings for all of their efforts in securing this grant for the City,” said Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jack Seiler. “These three leaders recognize that energy efficiency is critical to the long-term sustainability of our local communities and our nation.” 

The grant is part of the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant program, an initiative funded by President Barack Obama’s American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The program will provide $3.2 billion to U.S. cities, counties, states, territories and Native American tribes for projects that reduce total energy use and fossil fuel emissions, and improve energy efficiency nationwide.

“This grant will help the City of Fort Lauderdale continue to develop cost-effective strategies to improve energy efficiency and encourage the development and use of green technologies,” said Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jack Seiler. “Supporting energy-efficiency measures and conservation initiatives will stimulate job creation, reduce overall energy consumption, and generate significant long-term energy cost savings for our residents and businesses.” 

The block grant funding will support initiatives such as energy audits and energy efficiency retrofits in residential and commercial buildings, the development and implementation of advanced building codes and inspections, and the creation of financial incentive programs for energy efficiency improvements.  Other activities eligible for use of grant funds include transportation programs that conserve energy, projects to reduce and capture methane and other greenhouse gas emissions from landfills, renewable energy installations on government buildings, energy efficient traffic signals and street lights, deployment of combined heat and power and district heating and cooling systems, and others.

To ensure accountability, the Department of Energy will provide guidance to and require grant recipients to report on the number of jobs created or retained, energy saved, renewable energy capacity installed, greenhouse gas emissions reduced, and funds leveraged.  Funding is based on a formula that accounts for population and energy use.

For more information, call Kathleen Gunn at 954-828-5022 or email kgunn@fortlauderdale.gov 

For details on funding nationwide, please visit www.energy.gov/recovery. For details on funding in Florida, please visit www.energy.gov/media/FLORIDA.pdf.

Special Events for June

Beach Luau Luncheon – June 3

The Beach Community Center will host the annual Beach Luau Luncheon on Wednesday, June 3 from 11a to 3p. The luau will include live, interactive entertainment, games and a catered lunch. This event commemorates the opening of the Beach Community Center in June 2001. The Beach Community Center is located at 3351 N.E. 33rd Avenue. The cost is only $12 per person. For more information or to register, please call 954-828-4610.

Jazz Brunch – First Sunday of each month

The SunTrust Sunday Jazz Brunch is an ideal way to relax and enjoy Fort Lauderdale’s scenic Riverwalk.  Listen to the soulful sounds of outstanding local jazz artists on four stages from 11a to 2p on the first Sunday of each month. For more information, please call our 24-hour hotline at 954-828-5363 or visit www.fortlauderdale.gov/life.

Scheduled performers for June 7:

Esplanade Stage – Opp Bop Sh’bam

Connie Hoffmann Gazebo – Ken Burkhart B3 Band with Deborah Paiva

Peck Courtyard – George & Federuci

Las Olas Riverfront Stage – Good Vibes with Strings.

Starlight Musicals – Every Friday beginning June 19
The 31st Annual Bank of America Starlight Musicals Concert Series will begin Friday, June 19 at Holiday Park, located at 1300 E. Sunrise Boulevard. This free, outdoor summer concert series will take place every Friday through August 7 from 7p to 10p.

Residents and visitors are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, picnic baskets, family and friends to the park for live entertainment under the stars.  The shows take place on the football fields in Holiday Park and free parking is available on site. Starlight Musicals will feature an exciting lineup of bands ranging from rhythm and blues to tropical rock. For more information, please call our 24-hour hotline at 954-828-5363 or visit www.fortlauderdale.gov/life.

Juneteenth Celebration – June 19

The City of Fort Lauderdale Parks and Recreation Department presents their annual Juneteenth Celebration on Friday, June 19 from 6p to 8p at Osswald Park located at 2220 N.W. 21st Avenue. This event will include an art exhibits, storytelling and empowerment workshops. Craft projects will also be included as well as several culinary contests. Juneteenth is the oldest celebration commemorating the ending of slavery in the United States. For more information, please call (954) 497-1636.

Recreational Programming for June

Beach Community Center

Computer Classes
The Beach Community Center offers a variety of affordable computer classes throughout the week. Class instruction includes computer and Internet fundamentals as well as photo editing techniques. For more information or to obtain a schedule of classes, please call 954-828-4610.

Fitness

Tackle your fitness resolution with the many convenient classes held at the Beach Community Center. Some of the fitness programs include chair yoga, Pilates, and strengthening. Classes are very affordable, with chair yoga and senior strengthening classes starting at $7 per class and Pilates classes start at $9 per class. For more information or to obtain a schedule of classes, please call 954-828-4610.

Riverland Park

Teen Club

Come meet new friends and join the Riverland Park Teen Club. Sessions are held Monday and Wednesday evenings. For more information, please call 954-321-1234.

Bulk Trash Pick Up Guidelines 

The City of Fort Lauderdale offers monthly residential bulk trash service for the disposal of residential household items, clean yard waste, and limited construction debris.  Some hazardous materials that are often left curbside by residents for bulk trash pick up that are NOT acceptable include batteries, propane tanks and any liquids, including oil, paint, and chemicals. The City will not pick up piles that have any non-acceptable program materials.  These items pose a threat to the workers’ safety, City equipment, as well as to the environment.

Proper placement of bulk trash items in the swale area is essential to the pick up process and to environmental protection. Bulk trash should never be placed over a storm drain.   Blocking City storm drains can create flooding in your neighborhood and could contaminate and pollute the City’s waterways.  Remember, any water or liquid that enters a storm drain flows directly into the City’s waterways.

For more information on the City’s Bulk Trash Pick Up Program, please visit www.fortlauderdale.gov to review the Bulk Trash Program Information and Guidelines brochure.  Residents may also call the 24-hour Customer Service Center at 954-828-8000 for more information.

Storm Drain Reminder

State law prohibits dumping anything into the storm drain system or unauthorized obstructions or alterations of the drainage features. Residents should report clogged storm drains or illegal dumping into the stormwater system by calling the City of Fort Lauderdale’s 24-hour Customer Service Center at 954-828-8000.  

Sun Trolley Service Change

Sun Trolley service for the Galt Ocean Mile has been changed to Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, except city holidays, from 9:30a – 4:30p. The frequency of service is every 60 minutes.

This service change became effective on Monday, May 11, 2009.  If you have any comments or questions, please contact the TMA at 954-761-3543. For more information on the Sun Trolley, including a route map, visit www.suntrolley.com

Swine Flu: What You Can Do to Stay Healthy
Stay informed. The Centers for Disease Control website is updated regularly as information becomes available: www.cdc.gov  For information by phone, please call the Florida Swine Flu Hotline at 1-800-342-3557 or the CDC at 1-800-CDC-INFO.

Influenza is thought to spread mainly person-to-person through coughing or sneezing of infected people. 

Take everyday actions to stay healthy:

· Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash after you use it. 

· Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially after you cough or sneeze. Alcohol-based hand cleaners are also effective. 

· Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. Germs spread that way. 

· Stay home if you get sick. CDC recommends that you stay home from work or school and limit contact with others to keep from infecting them. 

· Follow public health advice regarding school closures, avoiding crowds and other social distancing measures. 

· Find healthy ways to deal with stress and anxiety.

Time again to prepare 

Hurricane season begins June 1

The most important step everyone can take to survive a hurricane is to prepare.  If you have not started your hurricane preparations, the time to do so is now.  Remember, a hurricane does not have to directly hit our City to create severe damage and flooding.  Please use the following checklist to ensure you are prepared before, during and after a storm.

Before a Storm:

· Develop a disaster plan for yourself and your family

· Identify hazards in your area: hurricanes, storm surge, flooding, wind and tornadoes

· Get materials to secure the doors and windows in your home

· If you live in an evacuation zone, decide in advance where you will go, and plan two evacuation routes 

· If evacuating, make arrangements in advance for pets

· If you plan to shelter-in-place, locate a safe room in your home – usually an interior room on the first floor with few windows and doors.  Large closets and bathrooms work best

· Pick two places to meet if your family cannot return home

· Select an out-of-state contact for everyone to call if the family is separated 

· Post emergency telephone numbers and teach children how and when to call 911

· Check your insurance coverage and make any necessary changes

· Make plans to secure your boat

· Trim trees and branches

· Consider taking disaster preparedness, CPR, and first aid classes

As a Storm Approaches:

During a Hurricane WATCH 

A Hurricane Watch is issued when there is a threat of hurricane conditions 

within 24 - 36 hrs

· Monitor local media for hurricane progress reports

· Secure your home’s windows and doors

· Bring in unsecured items such as patio furniture, plants, trash cans, bicycles, and toys

· Store tap water to use for cleaning and flushing toilets if necessary

· Store valuables and important documents in waterproof containers

· Check emergency supplies and stock up on any necessary items

· Secure boats

During a Hurricane WARNING 

A Hurricane Warning is issued when hurricane conditions (winds of 74 mph or greater) are expected in 24 hours or less

· Continue monitoring local media for special instructions

· Complete preparation activities

· If you evacuate, leave early, take your supplies and pets.  If you are ordered to evacuate and do not, you risk being cut off from fire, police, and emergency medical services for an extended time

· Mobile home residents and those with special needs should always evacuate

· If you do not have to evacuate, take family members, pets and supplies into your safe room and remain there until local authorities tell you it is safe to come out

· Do not go outside in the calm of the hurricane eye.  The storm is not over.  Intense winds will return from the opposite direction

· Turn off utilities if told to do so by authorities

· Use battery-powered flashlights. Do not use candles or other open flames as a light sources

After a Storm

· Return home only when local officials tell you it is safe to do so

· Inspect your home.  Call your insurance company if you have sustained damage

· Report water main breaks or damage to sewer lines by calling 954-828-8000

· Stay away from all downed power lines and report them to FPL

· Stay away from standing water because there may be live power lines below

· Stay off the streets.  Do not drive until local authorities tell you it is safe

· Use the telephones only for emergency purposes

· Never drive through flooded streets, even if there’s only six inches of water

· Monitor local media for boil water alerts

· Throw away spoiled food and personal items that have come in contact with floodwaters

· Never use a generator indoors.  Get fresh air immediately if you feel dizzy or sick

· Use caution when clearing debris.  Wear protective clothing and keep children and pets inside until debris is cleared

Stay Informed:
For updates before, during and after a hurricane:

· VISIT the City website at www.fortlauderdale.gov

· CALL the Hurricane Emergency Hotline at 954-828-8888

· WATCH Comcast Cable Channel 78 

· LISTEN to radio station 1610 AM

City Sanitation Division Urges Residents to Prepare for Hurricane Season by Trimming Trees Now 

Now is the time residents need to take advantage of the City's Residential Yard Waste and Bulk Trash Programs to get properties hurricane ready.  

One of the most important steps in preparing for hurricane season is assessing your property to ensure landscaping and trees will not become a wind hazard.  Yard waste, branches, tree limbs and trimmings left behind because of delayed preparations could all become dangerous missiles if picked up by the wind during a major storm. 

All yard preparations, including tree trimming and pruning, need to be completed by June 1st each year.  This will allow ample time for the safe disposal of yard waste. Taking action when a hurricane watch or warning has been issued is too late, as all City Sanitation services are suspended during a storm.

For more information about the City of Fort Lauderdale’s Yard Waste or other Sanitation Programs, please call the 24-hour Customer Service Center at 954-828-8000.

Reminder: South Florida Water Management District Watering Restrictions

Residents in Broward County may irrigate two days a week, on the following schedule: 

Residents and businesses with an ODD numbered street address (ending in 1, 3, 5, 7, 9) - lawn watering is permitted on WEDNESDAYS and SATURDAYS from midnight to 10a and/or from 4p to 11:59p.

Residents and businesses with an with an EVEN numbered street address (ending in (0, 2, 4, 6, 8), with no street address, or who have systems that irrigate both odd and even addresses within the same zones (e.g., multi-family units, homeowners associations and commercial complexes/retail shopping centers - lawn watering is permitted on THURSDAYS and SUNDAYS from midnight to 10a and/or from 4p to 11:59p.

Irrigation is not allowed at any time on a Friday. 

Residents should avoid watering during both time periods on the same day. In order to preserve as much water as possible, residents are strongly encouraged to CHOOSE from ONE of the TWO "watering windows" on their designated irrigation days. 

The South Florida Water Management District recommends the efficient use of water, which includes placing a maximum of about three-quarters of an inch to an inch of water once per week on lawns.  This usually means a maximum of two hours of irrigation per week, or a maximum of 15 minutes per irrigation zone for each water application. If it has rained during a particular week, lawn watering is not needed.

For more information on water shortage restrictions, please call 954-828-8000 or visit the City’s website at www.fortlauderdale.gov.  Additional information is also available on the SFWMD website at www.sfwmd.gov/conserve or by calling the SFWMD Water Conservation Hotline at 800-662-8876.
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