
















  
 

   
   

 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 
 

 
 
 

  

  

  

 

     
   

     
     

   
    

   
     
  

      
    

    

     
   

      
     

     
  

  
     

     
   

    
    

City of Fort Lauderdale 

Information Technology Services 

100 North Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 

Telephone (954) 828-5094   Fax (954) 828-5122 

www.fortlauderdale.gov 

Public Purpose Narrative�

RE: 222 NW 22nd Avenue�

State of Florida Tower�Project�

47-48.26.C.4�

The State of Florida (State), in conjunction with�the�City of Fort Lauderdale (City),�is�requesting�
to construct a 350’ Radio�Communications Tower (Tower).  At the base of this�tower there�will 
be two�radio communications�equipment shelters,�mounted on platforms.  There will be two�
generators�and their respective propane�tanks.  The compound will be�fenced off,�as a matter 
of safety precaution.  In order to proceed, the parcel must be�re-zoned�to “Public Purpose”�
from it’s�current “General Business” designation.�

This�proposed Tower serves�a public purpose by facilitating public safety radio�
communications,�including dispatch of E-911 calls for service, to�the�residents,�businesses�
and visitors of the�City of Fort Lauderdale.  This tower will facilitate radio communications for�
the city, to�include Fort Lauderdale Fire-Rescue and,�Fort Lauderdale�Police�Department,�as�
well as other�City Departments such as Parks, Transportation and�Mobility,�Utilities and Public�
Works.  It also�meets�

This�will be�the fourth such radio site utilized in the�Citywide Land Mobile�Radio (LMR)�
Network.  Other towers�are at the�Fort Lauderdale Utilities Complex, adjacent to the�Fiveash 
Water Plant, and two�condominium�rooftops on the�Barrier Island.  This�project is replacing an�
obsolete 34-year-old radio tower�adjacent to�1350 West Broward Boulevard.�

This�tower is also going�to�be used by the Statewide Law Enforcement Radio System (SLERS)�
to provide radio communications for the�Florida Highway Patrol (FHP), Florida Department of�
Law Enforcement (FDLE),�Florida Department of Emergency Management (FDEM) and Florida�
Department of Corrections (FDOC).  As in the�City’s�usage, the State�will also be conducting�
life-safety type radio communications from this location.   SLERS also facilities multi-agency 
responses�to�large�scale disasters.   Additionally, the US Department of Justice (USDOJ),�
Broward Sheriff’s Office�(BSO)�and, South Florida Water Management District (SWFMD) are�
local partners�on SLERS.   This project is�a concerted effort to collocate�two radio systems and�
thereby reduce the number of potential radio�towers�in the�area.�
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Public Safety LMR systems,�to ensure hardening,�and reliability utilize�microwave radio for 
interconnection.  Microwave radio is�a narrow�beam, directional signal, that requires�an 
unobstructed line of sight.  This tower site is strategically located to provide radio coverage to�
the south portion of Fort Lauderdale and allows�for line-of-sight microwave connectivity to�
other existing City Public�Safety Radio Infrastructure.   These lines-of-sight coincide with both 
the City and State’s existing other radio tower sites, which are in disparate locations.  Simply�
stated, this location is�strategic�because both networks can be served from it.�

Other�sites, such as existing building�roofs were�considered and surveyed,�however, neither 
microwave lines-of-sight could be established,�nor�could the�requisite radio�coverage�be�
provided from alternative sites.  There are no other existing structures in the area that can 
provide the height that fulfils the requirements.  Lastly, this plot of land�is owned by the�State�
of Florida, which represents�significant cost savings for taxpayers�in site acquisition.�

The immediate area consists of commercial properties, railroad�tracks,�an interstate highway,�
a park, commuter parking lots,�and a juvenile correctional facility.  There are two�towers�
nearby, a 155’ lattice type tower 1200’ feet away and�another 180’ monopole at�the�Broward�
Sheriff’s office 1700’ feet away.  The monopole�is in compliance with Section 47-18.11, G-2 
“Separation of buffer�requirements”, however the lattice tower is too close by 300’.  The�
nearest residential unit is�400’ away, on the North bank of the�North Fork�of the�New River.�
This�is less�than the�700’ required.  Due to�available�property location and technical 
requirements, these�abbreviated setbacks are unavoidable.

 Since other towers�exist nearby and commercial and�governmental facilities are�already in the�
surrounding area, there should be minimal financial impact.  The tower is planned�to�be�
constructed in a vacant area currently used to�store correctional transportation vehicles,�
which has�sod as a ground covering.�This land is�not in a natural, unspoiled state currently.�
There�is no anticipated�environmental impact.�

Visually, from the ground level, there will be�a chain link fence to prevent vandalism or,�other�
unauthorized access,�around�the�tower compound.  There will be two�new, precast, concrete�
communications shelters on elevated platforms.  These�shelters�will be finished in neutral 
colors.�Due to�the�adjacent correctional facility, landscaping is�not�desirable as it would�
serve�to obscure potential escapees.  This lack�of landscaping is�unavoidable and does not�
comply with requirements in Section 47-21.  The tower will be visible, for some distance, much 
like the existing one located east of Interstate�95.  Current plans call for removal of the�existing 
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tower once a new one�is constructed, which should provide some visual impact mitigation.�
There�will be two�generators�on the�site,�both of which will utilize�residential grade mufflers�
that�will prevent them from being heard by neighbors when running.  No employees are�
expected to�be�permanently stationed at this location.  Technical personnel will access the�
site on an as needed basis�and will be�able to park on-site.�Vehicle�access will occur directly 
off NW 22nd Avenue without impact to�any adjacent parcels.�
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