January 2019 Newsletter
Dear Neighbors,
I want to wish everyone a Happy and Healthy 2019!
Fort Lauderdale: Where to Go in 2019!
Grenada, Kuala Lumpur, Paris and FORT LAUDERDALE made Bloomberg’s Top 21
Places to Visit in 2019! The article highlighted our outdoor cafes along the beach and
new spots, The Dune at the Auberge Resort and the new Dal Mar Hotel downtown. In
addition, in a recent national ranking of top cities for nightlife by Apartment Guide, Fort
Lauderdale was number nine ahead of Orlando, West Palm Beach and Miami, and only
one spot behind Las Vegas. Congrats to the residents, businesses and visitors who
make Fort Lauderdale a bucket-list destination!
Bloomberg: Where to go in 2019

Sun Sentinel: Best Nightlife

Goal Setting and Prioritization
The City Commission will be having our Annual Goal Setting and Prioritization Workshop
on Thursday, January 17 and Friday, January 18 at the Fort Lauderdale Woman’s Club.
Moving the meeting to January instead of waiting until May and having our first Joint
Meeting with the Budget Advisory board in February will provide more proper planning
time for the yearlong budget process. The workshop allows for discussion regarding
critical issues and outcome-based objectives that help facilitate the Commission’s goals
and priorities for the fiscal year 2020. Please email me your suggestions for our priorities
workshop.
Tuesday, M arch 12 Election – Parks Bond, Police Bond, City Elections
The City of Fort Lauderdale will have three important items on the Tuesday, March 12
ballot. I discussed both the Parks and Police Bond in the last newsletter and will be
sending out an update with the City’s Education page to provide all the details. The ballot
will also include a charter amendment to hold our elections in November instead of
March,
eliminate the primary election, and move to four-year terms to stay in line with
Presidential election years. The purpose of these changes is to increase voter turnout
which usually hovers at only 7-14% while cutting costs associated with both primary and
March elections totaling hundreds of thousands of dollars.
There are NO in-person early voting opportunities for this election, so please mark your
calendars and plan accordingly to participate in the March 12 Election.
Saturday, January 26: Deadline to Register to Vote
Wednesday, March 6: Last Day to Request Vote-by-Mail Ballot
Tuesday, March 12: Election Day, Vote at Assigned Location
Broward County Supervisor of Elections

Las Olas M obility Working Group
Stakeholder meetings have been ongoing since our first public meeting in the City
Commission chambers on June 27, 2018. Working with Vice Mayor Sorensen and Staff.
great progress has been made in identifying needs of the residents, businesses, and
others along the corridor from Andrews Avenue to the beach. We have developed a
mission statement - connecting residents, businesses and visitors of Fort Lauderdale
through the enhancement of this iconic boulevard representing our history and future and are in the process of hiring a world-class consultant to advise us on ways to unify
our signature street for the benefit of all forms of mobility and all who live, work, and play
there.
Las Olas Boulevard Mobility Working Group
Community Court - Benevolence on the Bench
Just after Thanksgiving, our community took the first step with our new Homelessness
Initiative by ending the encampment at the Broward Main Library. Individuals received
various services including Rapid Rehousing and being reunited with family members.
Staff and volunteers continue to work with clients to provide services and a path to
permanent housing.
This past Wednesday, Fort Lauderdale took the next step by becoming the first in the
State to hold Community Court. Petty crimes or minor infractions linked to homelessness
provide an opportunity for rehabilitation services instead of costly jail sentences that do
not help address the individual’s heath and behavioral needs.
Thank you to Chief Judge Tuter and our judicial and community partners for launching
this program to help end the cycle of homeless individuals being jailed when what they
really need is our support and services.
Sun Sentinel: Fort Lauderdale launches Florida's First Homeless Community Court

JOIN THE
NEIGHBOR
LEADERSHIP
ACADEMY
Registration open through
Jan. 30
The City of Fort Lauderdale is accepting applications for Class 5 of the Neighbor
Leadership Academy (NLA). The NLA is a program designed to provide Fort Lauderdale
residents with an opportunity to learn more about their City, develop their leadership
skills, and engage with City leaders and staff. Guest speakers will also share their "trade
secrets" and expertise to help Academy participants advance the "We Build Community"
mission in their neighborhoods.
The next five-week session of the NLA begins Wednesday, March 6, 2019. Topics
include:
City Structure and Leadership Assessment

Community Engagement and Volunteer Recruitment
Ethics, Parliamentary Procedures, and Team Building
Navigating the City's Budget and Effective Decision Making
Fort Lauderdale's Future and Relationship-Building Strategies
Apply at www.fortlauderdale.gov/nla by Wednesday, January 30 at 5 p.m. No uniforms or
homework required, but there may be a community project!
Neighbor Leadership Academy Video
The NLA video provides a nice overview of what the Academy is about. For more
information, including workshop topics, visit the NLA web page.

Click on all of the below images for more details.

City Hall Offices Closed on Monday, January 21
I will not be hosting a Pre-Agenda M eeting on M onday, January 21. Hope to see
you at the many M artin Luther King Jr. events throughout the day!
Please visit the Fort Lauderdale Calendar for a complete list of events and details.
City of Fort Lauderdale Calendar

Steve Glassman
Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner, District 2

I had the pleasure of joining Patricia
Zeiler, her Board and members of History
Fort Lauderdale (Fort Lauderdale
Historical Society) to commemorate the
Centennial of the first City street lights on
Andrews Avenue. Lovely event with the
music of the Westminster Chorale
students!

Interviewed at the start of the Winterfest
Boat Parade. Congratulations to Lisa Scott
Founds, her staff at Winterfest and
everyone involved. Always a home run!

Great exchange of ideas and information
with members and staff of The Broward
Workshop to discuss the Parks and Police
Bonds and other issues affecting our
region. Thank you Chairman Keith
Koenig, Kareen Boutros and Gaynel Smith
for moderating and organizing!

Lucky to have the best group of
Neighborhood Association Presidents in
District 2! Our quarterly round-table
discussions are invaluable. Thank you for
all the hard work and time you devote to
growing our community!

A selfie with Commissioner Robert
McKinzie celebrating his birthday during

Congratulations to our new City Manager
Chris Lagerbloom, Interim Assistant City

our Commission Meeting break on
Tuesday, January 8!

Managers Chief Rhoda Mae Kerr and
Linda Logan-Short pictured here with
Controller Laura Garcia. Thank you to all
the City Staff that make Fort Lauderdale
great!

The greatness of our community starts with passionate citizens like you.
Please do not hesitate to contact our District 2 Commission assistant, Pratima
Raju, with any questions, comments or thoughtful suggestions at
praju@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5923.
Visit the District 2 Website

Follow us on Facebook

