April Newsletter
Dear Neighbor,
I hope everyone had a very Happy Easter and Happy Passover to those who are
celebrating the holiday.
So much is happening in our City, especially the Commission's emphasis on maintaining
public land for public purpose as well as correcting the many years of neglect of our
public buildings. It is quite a challenge to narrow down the topics for discussion in the
newsletters, but here goes!
FPL Presentation to the City – Tuesday, M ay 7
One of the most frequent complaints we receive is regarding lights that are out on our
streets from small neighborhoods to our main corridors. The lights have different owners
and are maintained by different entities making the reporting and replacement process
longer than usual. I have asked FPL to come to the next Commission meeting to provide
a presentation of how its system is integrated with the City, our Lauderserv system and
our partners. FPL is also working on various undergrounding projects throughout the city
and will provide an update regarding those programs. In addition, hurricane season is
around the corner, and we will hear about preparations for this season. Lights are the
foundation for creating a safe community. We hope you can attend the Commission
Conference meeting on Tuesday, May 7 beginning at 1:30PM and share your thoughts
with our FPL partners.
War M emorial Auditorium and Florida Panthers Partnership
At our last meeting, the City Commission unanimously approved a lease -agreement with
the Florida Panthers for War Memorial Auditorium. The Panthers have committed to
adding two ice rinks to the east of War Memorial and upgrading the facility for multifunction purposes, investing over $50 million in capital improvements. They will maintain
the historic character of the western exterior of the building and the Art Deco style
lettering. I am currently working with the Panthers, neighborhood groups, and park users
so that we are all on the same page as the site plan approval process
commences. Coordination with the renovation of the adjacent Parker Playhouse will also
contribute greatly to the overall Holiday Park experience.
Northwest- Progresso-Flagler CRA M obility Plan
The Northwest-Progresso-Flagler (NPF) Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) and
the City of Fort Lauderdale are collaborating to create the NPF-CRA M obility M aster
Plan. Mobility refers in a broad way to people who walk, people who bike, disabled
persons in wheelchairs, but also people who drive cars or take buses, scooters, trams,
trains, vans, and trucks to get around. This plan is a community-based effort that is
analyzing the mobility needs and opportunities in the area and generating a list of
transportation improvements that will define the mobility vision for the NPF-CRA area.

The plan will be used to promote, fund, and build transportation infrastructure in this
community. For details visit: www.npfmobilityplan.com
Las Olas M obility Working Group Update
We just concluded our sixth Las Olas Mobility Working Group meeting and the selection
committee ranked the Corradino Group highest to provide comprehensive consulting
services from cost estimates to engineering and design recommendations. The contract
will need to come to the City Commission for approval in the coming weeks. We are
eager to take the next step and bring in an independent consultant to help guide our
vision - “Connecting residents, businesses and visitors of Fort Lauderdale through the
enhancement of this iconic boulevard representing our history and future” – for Las
Olas. The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, May 22 from 2:30-4:00PM at City
Hall, 8th Floor Conference Room.
Sailboat Bend Chicanes Removal and Traffic M itigation Update
When I first took office, many of the residents in Sailboat Bend were upset with the
chicanes that were used to narrow the roads as a solution for traffic and speed
reduction. The neighbors rallied and submitted a letter with overwhelming support for
their removal noting that the efforts were not best suited for their
neighborhood. Christine Franchi with our Transportation and Mobility team worked with
the residents to remove them quickly. The next steps are to work with the neighborhood
for speed hump installations. Through this process the neighborhood association has
been re-energized and more engaged.

PLEASE CLICK ON ALL IM AGES FOR EACH ITEM BELOW FOR M ORE
INFORM ATION

It’s time to make a difference! Pitch in on Saturday, April 27 for “Fort Lauderdale Cares
Day,” a grassroots event that offers neighbors a chance to participate in more than 40
volunteer opportunities throughout the City. Projects include street and beach cleanups,
neighborhood beautification, tree planting, painting, landscaping, maintenance, and
more.
Plus, donations of non-perishable food, toys, clothing, and books may be dropped off in
the City Hall lobby now through April 26 during regular business hours. So pick a project,
lend a hand, and help us work together to build community. By participating, officially
recognized neighborhoods can earn 500 points toward future NCIP grants. Click the
image below for more details.

Construction of Quiet Zone Completed along FEC Railway
in Fort Lauderdale and Broward County
Activation Expected to Begin on May 18
Fort Lauderdale, April 25, 2019 - It's about to get a whole lot quieter in Fort
Lauderdale! The City received outstanding news regarding the Brightline (Virgin
Trains USA) quiet zone, an initiative designed to eliminate the use of train horns
along the Florida East Coast Railway (FEC) corridor in Broward County. Late
yesterday, the Broward Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) informed the

City that construction work on the quiet zone has been completed.
"We're ecstatic about the news," said Fort Lauderdale Mayor Dean J. Trantalis.
"We have waited a long time for the quiet zones. Their startup will significantly
enhance the quality of life in our City. Train noise will be reduced and disruptions
minimized. This was a complicated process, and we appreciate everyone's
patience as the necessary improvements were made along the rail line. We thank
the MPO and Brightline for bringing the project to fruition, and we look forward to
activating the quiet zone in the coming weeks."
The quiet zone infrastructure project began in November 2016. According to
federal regulations, if trains are not required to sound their horns when
approaching railroad crossings, additional measures must be implemented to
make the crossings as safe as possible. Safety upgrades and railroad crossing
improvements, including additional gate arms; upgraded warning devices;
improved lighting; and new medians, curbs, and signage; have been installed at
more than 20 locations along the FEC rail corridor in Broward County. In addition
to the City of Fort Lauderdale, this 26-mile stretch of tracks includes portions of
Deerfield Beach, Pompano Beach, Oakland Park, Wilton Manors, Dania Beach,
Hollywood, and Hallandale Beach.
The MPO will now move forward with filing a Notice of Establishment (NOE) with
the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Railroad Administration so that
the quiet zone can be implemented. The MPO expects the quiet zone to be
activated at midnight on May 18. Once activated, train horns will be silenced
except in emergencies or other threatening situations as determined by the train
engineer.
"With the implementation of the quiet zone right around the corner, safety at
railroad crossings is more important than ever," added Mayor Trantalis. "We want
to remind everyone to cross train tracks only at designated railroad crossings;
obey all warning signs and signals; stay alert, avoid distractions, be aware of your
surroundings; and above all, when you see tracks, think trains! By working
together, we can ensure the safety of motorists, pedestrians, and railway
passengers."
For more tips about railroad crossing safety, visit Operation Lifesaver at
https://oliorg.

The Fort Lauderdale Air Show will take place Saturday, May 4 and Sunday, May 5.
The U.S. Navy Blue Angels will headline the Air Show over the oceanfront of Fort
Lauderdale beach. This will be the first time in over 12 years that the Blue Angels will
perform in South Florida! A Blue Angels flight demonstration exhibits the skills
possessed by all naval aviators.
Please click the image above to view full details.

The following Advisory Boards are available to serve on for District 2:
Affordable Housing Advisory Committee
Complete Count Advisory Committee
Community Services Board
If you are interested, please apply online.
Feel free to contact District 2 Commission assistant, Pratima Raju at
praju@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5923 if you have any questions.

Joined Vice Mayor McKinzie at the unveiling of the
State Historic Marker at Woodlawn Cemetery.
This 1920s site is recognized on the National
Register of Historic Places.

It was a pleasure and honor to welcome Consul
General Kenji Hirata of Japan.

Met with the newest class of the City's Neighbor
Leadership Academy.

Addressing Birch Park Beach HOA at the Beach
Community Center.

Opening of Fuse Group's Brics N Sticks on
Sistrunk and 9th Avenue. An amazing
transformation of this building into a really cool
incubator.

I had a great time at the 4th Annual Victoria Park
Civic Association's Spring Festival with State
Representative LaMarca, his wife Eileen, and
Association officials.

Joining Mayor Trantalis, Olympian Ryan Lochte,
and Commissioner Sorensen at the
groundbreaking ceremony for the Fort
Lauderdale Aquatic Center renovation.

Joining my colleagues at the groundbreaking for
the renovation/restoration of the Parker
Playhouse in Holiday Park. Can't wait for the
curtain to rise on the new theatre!

Greatly enjoyed the Lake Ridge Civic
Association's Annual Taste of Italy! Great event for
a great neighborhood and great Board of
Directors!

Pineapple Jam at the Historic Stranahan House
was a blast. Pictured here with John Cotter and
Bob Swindell; the frame says we are historic!

Please visit the Fort Lauderdale Calendar for a complete list of events and
details.
Fort Lauderdale City Calendar

Steve Glassman
Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner, District 2

The greatness of our community starts with passionate citizens like you.
Please do not hesitate to contact our District 2 Commission assistant, Pratima
Raju, with any questions, comments or thoughtful suggestions at
praju@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5923.
Visit the District 2 Website

Follow us on Facebook

