August 2019 Newsletter
Dear Neighbor,
Hope you are enjoying these "dog days of summer"! The pace might be slower, but there
has been plenty of activity around District 2 and the City. Unfortunately, water main
breaks have dominated the news and that brings up many issues. Not only was the entire
City impacted by the break on July 17th, but our District's Las Olas Isles also sustained a
subsequent break that caused a precautionary boil water notice to be in effect for almost
two weeks. These events will necessitate a thorough discussion at our upcoming
Commission meeting on August 20.

2020 Proposed Budget
Refocusing on our Needs
Last year, our budget began to address the Commission's and residents' intention to end
the "return on investment" practice of raiding our sewer and water fund to balance our
general fund. However, the process and timeline did not facilitate a comprehensive
review, sufficient public input and participation from the Budget Advisory Board. I called
for a much earlier start for the Commission goal-setting workshop in conjunction with
budget preparation and I am pleased to report that the process this year has been vastly
improved.
I fully understand the major budgetary challenges Fort Lauderdale faces and I am
grateful that the proposed budget addresses the action plan set forth as a result of our
goal setting workshop in January. In addition, we continue to ween ourselves off of the
practice of raiding water and sewer funds to balance the budget.
Although the recent water pipe issue was caused by an outside contractor, it highlighted
our ongoing infrastructure concerns regarding the neglect for many years in terms of
maintenance and upgrades of our systems (lack of maintenance on our control valves
compounded the problem when they would not operate). Last year, the Commission
approved a $200 million bond to address wastewater and stormwater improvements. We
must build on our commitment and have a thorough discussion on the current status and
new technologies to tackle our aging infrastructure.
I am continually reviewing the budget and looking at ways to make sure we maintain our
level of service with the current strategic reductions. Our budget hearings will take place
on Tuesday, September 3 and Thursday, September 12 at 5:00PM at City Hall. I am very
much looking forward to working with the community and hearing your ideas on how to
best balance our budget while tackling the challenges that lay ahead for our great City.
Click the budget book below to view the 2020 proposed budget, click the chart to provide

input on how YOU would balance the budget, and click on the FY2020 Commission
Annual Action Plan to see how Commission priorities are addressed in the budget.

FY 2020 Proposed Budget

FY 2020 Proposed Budget Interactive Budget Balancing
System

FY 2020 Commission Annual
Action Plan

Historic Annie Beck House
During the last several years, there have been some safety and security issues in Middle
River Terrace Park. I have been working with the surrounding neighborhoods of Middle
River Terrace and South Middle River as well as the Broward Trust for Historic
Preservation in order to find a win-win. Very happy to report that at the July 9
Commission meeting, we passed a budget amendment to allocate approximately
$150,000 in order to renovate the house and accommodate a police officer living
there.The scope for the rehab will include:
Roof replacement
Bathroom remodel (replace toilet and sink, add shower)
Flooring (entire flooring in kitchen needs to be replaced)
Interior painting
Termite fumigation
Front stairs, ramp and porch repairs
Exterior painting
Privacy Fence
Driveway Apron
Doors/Windows Repair
The project will need a Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic Preservation
Board as a “minor alteration” probably at its September meeting. Minor work can
commence prior to that. Thank you to everyone for your patience and input on this
project. Looking forward to the end result!

PLEASE CLICK ON ALL IMAGES BELOW FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDING
EACH EVENT

JOIN THE NEIGHBOR
LEADERSHIP
ACADEMY
Registration open now
through Aug. 30
We're looking for the next class of Fort
Lauderdale residents who are interested in
learning more about City operations;
engaging with elected officials, City

leaders, and staff; making new friends;
elevating their leadership skills; and
advancing plans and programs in their
neighborhoods.
The City of Fort Lauderdale is accepting
applications for NLA Class 6. Apply by
Friday, August 30, 2019 at 5 p.m. The next
five-week session begins Wednesday,
October 2, 2019.
More than 94 residents from 46
neighborhoods have graduated from the
NLA since the program started in
2017. Sign up today and become part of
our NLA family.

GREATER FORT
LAUDERDALE
RESTAURANT MONTH
Celebrate Greater Fort Lauderdale's top
restaurants, chefs and cuisine and indulge
in the area's hottest culinary experiences.
Enjoy specially-created three-course
gourmet dinner menus starting at $35 now
through September 30th.

School will be back in session
this week.
Please drive carefully!

I am inspired by the passion and the
creativity of Choose 954's Evan and
Andrew! Packed house at the Grand
Opening of Zero Empty Spaces - terrific
concept! Let's fill this town with top quality
art! I am proud to serve on a Commission
that understands the importance of arts
and culture.

Congratulations to my Sapphire neighbor
and friend Lenny Carneiro on the grand
opening of Dr. Physio Therapy &
Wellness! Met so many people who spoke
inspiringly of the care they receive. Small
businesses are vital to our economy.

A pleasure to join my County Commissioner Lamar Fisher as we both attended Bonnet
House's new Board member orientation. We will serve as Ex-Officio members for this
jewel of a property on Fort Lauderdale beach with a most dedicated staff and hundreds
of passionate volunteers. I am always amazed to find out from locals that they have
never toured this magical site. If you are one of those people, then do yourself a favor
and go! You will not regret it.

The following Advisory Boards are available to serve on for District 2:
Cemetery System Board of Trustees
Complete Count Advisory Committee
Community Appearance
Community Services Board
If you are interested, please apply online.
Feel free to contact District 2 Commission assistant, Pratima Raju at
praju@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5923 if you have any questions.

Please visit the Fort Lauderdale Calendar for a complete list of events and
details.
Fort Lauderdale City Calendar

Steve Glassman
Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner, District 2

The greatness of our community starts with passionate citizens like you.
Please do not hesitate to contact our District 2 Commission assistant, Pratima
Raju, with any questions, comments or thoughtful suggestions at
praju@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5923.

Visit the District 2 Website

Follow us on Facebook

