September 2019 Newsletter
Dear Neighbor,
The Commission returned from Summer in full swing. We passed our 2020 budget that
will go into effect beginning October 1, 2019 and continued the process of cutting the
budget so we do not raid our water and sewer fund as in past years prior to this
Commission. I will be providing a District 2 summary of infrastructure and community
projects in the coming weeks. We also enacted two major policy items that I have been
advocating for since taking office:

Legislative Accomplishments
Raising the Tobacco Purchase Age to 21
T obacco use remains the leading cause of preventable death in the United States, killing
more than 480,000 people every year -- and tobacco use among teenagers is on the
uptick across the country. I have been working diligently to fulfill my campaign pledge to
address this alarming health issue and ensure Fort Lauderdale’s youngest citizens do
not get hooked on this dangerous addiction.
At a Conference Meeting in January of this year, I took action to raise the legal age for
purchasing tobacco products to 21. At our September 12 Regular Commission
meeting, we passed the ordinance that prohibits the sale of cigarettes and
other tobacco products such as e-cigarettes and vapor products to anyone
under the age of 21. Fort Lauderdale is now only the second city in Florida to raise the
age for tobacco sales to 21, and the ordinance will go into effect beginning March 2020
after an educational campaign.
Tobacco Product Use Among High School Students – 2018

According to the Center for Disease Control, the younger someone starts using tobacco,
the more likely they get hooked for a lifetime. Tobacco use typically begins and is
established during adolescence with nearly 9 out of 10 first trying cigarette smoking

before their 18th birthday. Children face a new menace with e-cigarette use increasing
from 11.7% to 20.8% among high school students and from 3.3% to 4.9% among middle
school students from 2017 to 2018.
Reports estimate that this early addiction causes three out of four teen smokers to
continue smoking well into adulthood. Raising the minimum age to purchase
tobacco products will increase public health, wellness, and save lives, while
curbing youth access to deadly e-cigarettes and vaping devices. Simply put, it is
the right thing to do. As always, I will continue to work to make Fort Lauderdale a healthy
and safe community for generations to come.
In addition, I was shocked to learn that cigarette butts are the single greatest source of
ocean trash on our hometown coastline. That’s why this past April, I introduced, and the
Commission passed, a resolution urging the Florida Legislature to prohibit the smoking
of tobacco on public beaches (the state has pre-empted us from taking action locally).
CBS Miami: Ordinance Raising Age
For Tobacco Sales To 21

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention: Youth and Tobacco Use

LGBTQ+ Ordinance Unanimously Passed
This month, our City had another victory in the continuing struggle for equality. Certain
loopholes in state and local laws allowed for underlying discrimination practices against
the LGBTQ+ community. After a year of hard work, I am proud to report our Human
Relations ordinance that I helped create with Equality Florida, our City Attorney Alain
Boileau and Commission colleagues passed unanimously! From banning so-called
conversion therapy for minors, discrimination practices regarding public
accommodations, housing, and employment, to securing domestic partnership benefits,
the City of Fort Lauderdale has taken another bold step in promoting inclusivity in our
welcoming community.
This is a historic event for the City of Fort Lauderdale and strengthens LGBTQ+
protections citywide. My sincerest thanks to all of my colleagues and neighbors for their
excellent work in making this a reality!

SFGN: Fort Lauderdale Votes for
Non-Discrimination Ordinance; Ban
on Conversion Therapy

ABC Local 10: Fort Lauderdale
passes anti-discrimination law
protecting LGBTQ residents

Welcome, Celia!
Celia Gisleson joins our office as the new
District Outreach Coordinator. She is a
2018 graduate from Florida State
University, graduating with degrees in
Political Science and Psychology,
respectively. She previously worked for
U.S. Senator Bill Nelson as a Staff
Assistant. We are excited to have her join
the District II Team and work for the City of
Fort Lauderdale! Celia can be reached at
cgisleson@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-8285923.

PLEASE CLICK ON ALL IMAGES BELOW FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDING
EACH EVENT

Fall is just around the corner! The Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale Fall Festival will be
held on Saturday, September 21st, 2019 at Esplanade Park. This event is FREE
and open to the public of all ages as well as well-behaved dogs on leashes. Attendees

and those passing by will enjoy fall themed games and activities, live entertainment, fall
themed foods and cold drinks. Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale creates a Florida style take on
this Fall themed event.
We are so excited to be holding this event for the 5th year in downtown Fort Lauderdale
and provide residents, visitors and businesses with an opportunity to experience a little
fall fun!

The next FATVillage Artwalk is Saturday, September 28 from 6 - 10 p.m.! Come out and
view open galleries showcasing new art exhibits, local artists and artisans selling gifts
and goods, and a variety of food and entertainment.

Wishing everyone a Happy Autumn and to our Jewish friends
and neighbors a very sweet, happy, and healthy New Year!

The 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony is one of the most touching events in our City. I get
emotional thinking of that tragic day, the innocent lives lost, and the bravery of our first
responders. We all must do what we can to contribute in some small way in bettering this
planet. Never forget!

I am continually impressed by the spirit
and generosity of so many in our
community. Broward College honored the
Motwani family for their philanthropy in
founding The R. Motwani Family Academy
of Hospitality and Tourism Management.
Much needed talent will be educated,

What a treat to attend ArtServe's HOME An Artistic Celebration of Community.

groomed and retained for this major
industry. Thank you to the Motwanis for
always giving back.

There is an ever-increasing arts and
culture explosion in our City and a spirit
that is contagious. Congratulations to the
honorees!

Beach Place is coming back in a big way!
Another business ribbon cutting for Taco
Bell Cantina - only the third one in Florida
and I doubt there's a better location
anywhere. Extra menu with a wide variety
of frozen libations. Congrats to Russ
LoBello and his team.

Rotary was established in 1905 and the
Rotary Club of Fort Lauderdale was
founded in 1922. It was so inspiring to
hear of the incredible humanitarian service
this local chapter is providing to the people
of the Bahamas. In addition, the guest
speaker was Jurgen Mainka, Chief
Business Officer with Inter Miami, who
spoke about the team's and City's plans
for the Lockhart Stadium site.

Broke ground on the County's first Mobility Hub! Increased access to transit, improved
walkability, a great network for biking including LauderTrail and Mockingbird Trail- all
happening within blocks of Brightline/Virgin station and future City/County Campus.
Thank you MPO and Federal Transit Administration as well as City Transportation and
Mobility staff. I love this job!

The following Advisory Boards are available to serve on for District 2:

Cemetery System Board of Trustees
Complete Count Advisory Committee
Community Appearance
Community Services Board
If you are interested, please apply online.
Feel free to contact District 2 Commission assistant, Pratima Raju at
praju@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5923 if you have any questions.

Please visit the Fort Lauderdale Calendar for a complete list of events and details.
Fort Lauderdale City Calendar
Steve Glassman
Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner, District 2

The greatness of our community starts with passionate citizens like you.
Please do not hesitate to contact our District 2 Commission assistant, Pratima
Raju, with any questions, comments or thoughtful suggestions at
praju@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5923.
Visit the District 2 Website

Follow us on Facebook

