I had the pleasure of hosting a citywide Telephone Town Hall meeting in late
October. It didn’t take long for a caller to raise the topic of King Tides. It’s a
familiar subject that elicits frustration and concern from neighbors at my District
Meetings and when I’m out in the community.
One of the reasons many of us choose to live in Fort Lauderdale is its proximity to
the water. Our exquisite seven miles of shoreline and 300 miles of canal coastline
are as unique as they are spectacular. While the waterways provide countless
blessings, they increase our vulnerability to climate change. As sea levels rise,
residents are faced with more intense and more frequent impacts.
The good news is that the leaders of your community share your concerns and we
are taking steps to address them. As we celebrated how far we had come at our
centennial in 2011, we began to look ahead to the next hundred years. A citywide
visioning initiative revealed overwhelming public support to implement adaptation
strategies to mitigate the effects of climate change.
The City Commission unanimously adopted a Vision Plan, Fast Forward Fort
Lauderdale, and a five-year Strategic Plan, Press Play Fort Lauderdale, both of
which emphasize climate resilience as a top priority. Determined to turn these
plans into action, Fort Lauderdale adopted a resiliency lens and embraced a
holistic perspective to develop sustainable strategies to foster our long-term wellbeing.
Today, we are building community resilience through numerous initiatives. To
minimize King Tide flooding, we monitor pump stations and inspect and clean
tidal valves, storm drains, and catch basins. We investigate reported flooding and
send information to neighbors to raise awareness about potential impacts and
encourage safety precautions.
We are also utilizing long-term adaptation strategies to minimize the threat to
neighbors. We updated our floodplain ordinance with higher development
standards to minimize stormwater runoff and flooding. Adaptation Action Areas
were incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan to prioritize funding for
infrastructure projects to improve drainage in low-lying and flood-prone areas of
the City.
A comprehensive Stormwater Master Plan is driving infrastructure improvements
to proactively address the impacts of climate change. The plan includes specific
infrastructure investments in seawalls, drainage, pump stations, bio swales, and
retention parks. We’ve installed 165 tidal valves to prevent water from backing up
into the streets and keep roads dry. They’ve proven so successful that we plan to
continue installing them in vulnerable areas throughout our community. We’re also
lining stormwater pipes and replacing stormwater catch basins to reduce tidal
effects.

As we expand the capacity of our drainage system, we are also working to
prevent water from coming over seawalls. We updated our Seawall ordinance to
increase the minimum elevation for new construction and require residents to
contain tidal waters on their property. A new Seawall Master Plan identifies and
prioritizes repairs needed on City-owned seawalls. Design work and construction
are already underway for seawalls along Cordova Road and Isle of Palms.
These are just a few of the steps we are taking to create a climate-resilient Fort
Lauderdale. We are committed to investing the resources we need to protect our
community for generations to come. To learn more about our efforts to strengthen
our resilience, visit fortlauderdale.gov/kingtide.

Apply Today to Serve on an Advisory Board
The following boards are available:
Community Appearance Board
The following boards are available to serve on through consensus appointment:

Community Services Board (Applicants must be advocates for the HOPWA
community).
Complete Count Advisory Committee (Applicants must be from government
background)
Insurance Advisory Board (Applicants must be from education background)
Nuisance Abatement Board
If you are interested, please apply online.
Feel free to contact our office or Erica Franceschi at
EFranceschi@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5288 for any questions.

We honored those who have
served so we can enjoy the
freedoms that come with living in
this great nation. Happy Veterans
Day to all who have served and
their families.

We enjoyed hosting New Zealand
Ambassador
Rosemary Banks, her husband
Brian Lockstone, and Honorary
Consul Nancy Gilbert at City Hall.

Fort Lauderdale Police Department teamed up with Cardinal Gibbons High
School and hosted their annual turkey drive to benefit local families that will be in
need this holiday season. Thank you to the Police Department and Cardinal
Gibbons for coming together to support a great cause!

The City of Fort
Thank you Women's
Lauderdale hosted the
Council for inviting me to
41st annual Community
speak about getting
Appearance Awards this
involved in the city with
month. Congratulations to
Oakland Park
all of the great projects
Commissioner Jane
and properties that were
Bolin!
recognized at this event!

Congratulations to Baltic
Beauty Centre on your
beautiful medspa's grand
opening and welcome to
District 1!

The new Las Olas parking garage and beach park are open! Make sure to take
advantage of these great new improvements to our beautiful beaches.

The 60th annual Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show is here and the new Las
Olas Beach Park is open. The boat show has an economic impact of $857 million
for the City, larger than the Super Bowl.

Lauderbriefs

District 1 Facebook Page
Click the button below and go like us on Facebook. This is a great way to keep
up with what I am doing in the community!


Reporting FPL Street Light Outages

Click Here to Report

Access the link below for information on the District 3 schools in the City of Fort
Lauderdale, Wilton Manors and Oakland Park.
https://www.browardschools.com/Page/35216

Visit our website to learn more
about District 1

Email Our Office for questions,
concerns, or appointments

PHONE 954-828-5033 FAX 954-828-5667







