From the desk of

STEVEN GLASSMAN

Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner, District 2

June 2018 Newsletter

Dear Neighbor,

| am very pleased with the renewed energy and direction of our new City Commission
and have been delighted to hear the positive feedback from not only District 2, but the
entire City. There is a fresh spirit among the citizens that is truly wonderful to witness and
this is due to an ever-growing sense that your voices are being heard. | have witnessed
the incredible work by volunteers that takes place on our Advisory Boards and
Committees, our neighborhood associations are fully engaged, and our staff, police, and
fire are incredibly hard-working. There is so much to do and we cannot let up for even an

instant.

Central City CRA and Dixie Highway Ribbon Cutting

More than 100 community members attended the first Central City CRA zoning project
workshop on Thursday, May 31 at War Memorial Auditorium. The awesome attendance
indicates the passion to further redevelop the area and create a vision for the corridor.
The next workshop is scheduled for Wednesday, July 11 at 6:00PM at War Memorial

Auditorium.

We kicked off the month of June with the celebration of the Old Dixie Highway Complete
Streets Project with a tremendous crowd of neighborhood residents. The vision to
transform the roadway began with the Middle River Terrace Neighborhood Association
led by the Past-President, Laura Croscenco and joined by current President, Colleen
Lockwood. These two neighborhood leaders worked tirelessly with several government
entities and grants to bring this project to fruition. Today, the street has a complete
sidewalk network on both sides of the street, many raised crosswalks, raised
intersections to help slow vehicles to a safe speed, green bike lanes, increased
landscaping, decorative pedestrian lighting, and a traffic circle at NE 16th Ct. The project
also included swale improvements to help increase stormwater infiltration and reduce
flooding. It surely was a day that brought people together from all over the surrounding

neighborhoods. From the rousing rendition of the National Anthem sung by the Gay




Men’s Chorus of South Florida to the presentation of the Colors by the Fort Lauderdale
High School NJROTC Color Guard to the Funk & Flow Dance Performance and Parade
led by the Fort Lauderdale High School Band — wow! Thank you to all who contributed to

the project over the years and participated in the exciting celebration activities!

Las Olas Corridor Mobility Working Group

I have begun planning work with Vice Mayor Sorensen and we invite you to attend the
kick off meeting of the Las Olas Corridor Mobility Working Group on Wednesday, June
27 from 2:00-4:00PM in the Chambers of City Hall. The meeting will include a
presentation of current proposals and current/future available funding, the affirmation of
members, and opportunity for public input. The goal is to create a more cohesive

connection throughout Las Olas from Andrews Avenue to A1A.

County Transportation Surtax

Broward County is pursuing a one-penny sales tax on the November 6 ballot for
extensive transportation enhancements to help alleviate traffic congestion throughout the
region; | attended the kick-off presentation for elected officials. The plan includes 73
major intersection improvements, 46 miles of expanded roads, 40 miles of new sidewalks,
27,000 feet of drainage along roadways, 9 miles of resiliency improvements, 95 miles of
greenways, and 75 miles of fiber optic cables that will be used for traffic light
synchronization. It also includes new and more frequent bus routes, paratransit
improvements, community buses, and light rail. The presentation provided an interactive
GIS map to pin-point exact project locations and view details including costs and a list of
projects in Fort Lauderdale and other Broward cities. At the meeting, | urged the County
Commission to ensure that all citizens know exactly what is in the plan, the costs, and
how the money will be spent and projects managed. This is, after all, a proposed $15+

billion, 30-year tax. Visit broward.org/pennyfortransportation for complete details.

Vacation Rental Requlations

As mentioned in previous newsletters, vacation rentals are a growing concern within
many of the neighborhoods. The new Commission has discussed this topic on several
occasions and we are working to address the issue while under the thumb of the state’s
legislation. At our May 15 meeting, staff proposed some changes to the Ordinance that
still need refining and a representative from Airbnb was on hand to answer our questions
and begin the dialogue. | requested that they post on their website the registration

number of each listing to indicate that they are indeed registered with the City and


http://www.broward.org/pennyfortransportation/Pages/default.aspx

explore solutions to promote compliant landlords while cracking down on the violators. It

is most important that you report any problems to the City so please click here for more

information regarding our Vacation Rental Program.

Hurricane Season Is Here

June 1 marked the start of hurricane season and now is the time to be prepared. Our

updated guides and checklists provide procedures and help you prepare an emergency

plan, assemble supply kits and protect your home and family.
Prepare now and take advantage of the 2018 Disaster Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday
through Thursday, June 7. ltems include batteries, flashlights, radios, tarps and portable

generators. Please click for a complete list of eligible items.

Walk of Fame

While blustery weather cancelled the rest of the Great American Beach Party, we took
the celebration indoors to Tsukuro to honor four Fort Lauderdalians — preservationist
and philanthropist Evelyn Fortune Bartlett; trailblazer and community organizer
Beauregard Cummings; pioneer, physician and humanitarian Dr. Elliott M. Hendricks; and
visionary banker, business and civic leader Robert B. "Buddy" Lochrie, Jr. It was
wonderful to meet so many family members and neighborhood pioneers recognized for

their contribution to our community with induction to the City’s Walk of Fame at Las Olas

and A1A. The event concluded with country music icon Lee Greenwood singing "God
Bless the USA/Proud to be an American" in honor of those who gave their lives for our

freedom.

St

Steve Glassman
Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner, District 2
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The City celebrated Historic Preservation Month with a proclamation presented at the
May 15th Commission Meeting. Then on May 19, Commissioner Glassman accepted the
Meritorious Achievement Award for the South Side School (Cultural Arts Center) in the
category of "Adaptive Use" at the FloridaTrust for Historic Preservation's 40th
Conference and Annual Preservation Awards Ceremony in Jacksonville.

Honored to be the guest speaker at the May Stamina MASS Mixxer held at Canvas Films.
| enjoyed connecting with everyone and sharing my passion to promote arts and culture
not only as an art form but also as an economic driver for our City.

Above: Commissioner Glassman joins Mayor Trantalis, Middle River Terrace
Neighborhood Association leaders, project partners and City staff in the Dixie Highway
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony.



Above: Middle River Terrace
Neighborhood Association President,
Colleen Lockwood (L) and Past-President,
Laura Croscenco (R) joined in the
celebration.

Left: Commissioner Glassman joined the
Fort Lauderdale High School NJROTC
Color Guard before the Pledge of
Allegiance.

The City of Fort Lauderdale Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the Old Dixie Highway
Complete Streets Project brought out a tremendous crowd of neighborhood residents
celebrating the collaboration that transformed this roadway. Thank you to all who
contributed to the project over the years and participated in the exciting celebration

activities




The greatness of our community starts with passionate citizens like you.

Please do not hesitate to contact our District 2 Commission assistant, Pratima
Raju, with any questions, comments or thoughtful suggestions at
praju@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5923.

Visit the District 2 Website Follow us on Facebook
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