
July 2018 Newsletter
Dear Neighbor,

The Commission will break for recess after the Tuesday, July 10 meeting and will resume with
the next meeting on Tuesday, August 21 . The Tavistock-Pier 66 proposal will be back before
the Commission on July 10 and the Alexan-Tarpon item will be discussed on Tuesday, August
21. Our Commission Assistant, Pratima Raju, will continue to be available for calls and
meetings regarding any neighborhood concerns. I hope everyone has a safe and fun Fourth of
July with family and friends! Click the flyer below for details for the 4th of July Spectacular on
Fort Lauderdale Beach!

Las Olas Mobility Kick-Off Meeting
The Commission Chambers were packed on Wednesday, June 27 for the Las Olas Mobility
Workshop Kick-Off Meeting which I co-hosted with Vice Mayor Sorensen. After years of traffic
studies and various proposed plans, I have advocated for a unified, cohesive system for this

https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/parks-recreation/special-events/4th-of-july-spectacular


2.4-mile corridor where the needs of automobiles and other vehicles, pedestrians, and
bicyclists are met in a way that works for all the stakeholders on this most important street. Our
Transportation and Mobility team gave a presentation that included existing plans and efforts, a
contextual review of each segment of the boulevard, and funding. The meeting was then
opened for public comment. Thank you to all the talented and wise citizens who took the time to
attend and the 21 speakers who offered such keen insight. We will now work with our city staff
on forming a streamlined working group, similar to the current SE 17th Street Mobility Plan
Working Group that will represent the diverse mix of groups using Las Olas Boulevard. To view
Las Olas materials and the meeting presentation, please visit fortlauderdale.gov/lasolasproject

Stormwater Rate Study and Structure
The City has identified significant investment needs in our stormwater infrastructure to support
a first phase $200 million bond issue to address and prevent flooding in seven neighborhoods,
including the District 2 neighborhoods of Progresso Village and Victoria Park. Fort Lauderdale
has a unique geography, varied infrastructure conditions and the need for an increased level of
service due to sea level rise and increased storm events. Stantec Consulting Group conducted
a rate study to help determine a structure that will equitably recover the costs of the stormwater
system from properties throughout the City in proportion to the benefit that each property
received from the stormwater system. I supported a hybrid approach which was agreed to by a
majority of the Commission and incorporates both trip generation and impervious basis to
create a fair structure for all users and properties in our City. To view the Stormwater Master
Plan, please visit fortlauderdale.gov/departments/public-works/engineering/stormwater-
design/stormwater-master-plan

War Memorial Auditorium
There has been much discussion regarding War Memorial Auditorium located in the center of
Holiday Park since 1950. After its opening to serve as a home for a symphony, it evolved to
include a memorial for local veterans who served in World War II and later wars. Throughout
the decades, the community center has provided a variety of programming including flower
shows, gun shows, high school graduations and political rallies. I will be meeting with Florida
Panthers executives who may submit a proposal to the City to transform the center into an ice
rink. I am eager to hear ideas that will ensure that the historic War Memorial Auditorium will be
preserved for generations to come while providing a more family-friendly option to augment
Holiday Park. To learn more about the history and programming at War Memorial visit
fortlauderdale.gov/departments/parks-recreation/war-memorial-auditorium

Additional Topics
Space constraints limit discussions here to only a few of the many topics I am working on.
These issues include Vacation Rentals, Homelessness, Codifying Master Plans,
Code/Development Processes, Traffic, Infrastructure and our Partnerships with Broward
County and the Broward County School Board regarding issues that impact our city. More on
these later.

Steve Glassman
Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner, District 2 

https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/transportation-and-mobility/transportation-division/building-community-today/las-olas-boulevard-workshop
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On Monday, July 2, history was made in Fort Lauderdale as Rhoda Mae Kerr was sworn in as
our new Fire Chief! Chief Kerr is our first female Fire Chief and returns to Fort Lauderdale
where she began her career more than 30 years ago. She was most recently the Chief in
Austin, Texas. Thank you to Chief Kerr and all our first responders that help keep Fort
Lauderdale safe.

The Commission Chambers were packed on Wednesday, June 27 for the Las Olas Mobility
Workshop Kick-Off Meeting which I co-hosted with Vice Mayor Sorensen. Our Transportation
and Mobility team gave a presentation that included existing plans and efforts, a contextual
review of each segment of the boulevard, and funding.Thank you to all the talented and wise
citizens who took the time to participate.



On Monday, June 25, the City hosted a Meet-the-Artist Reception in the City Hall lobby for
local artist Moshe Y. The Middle River Terrace Neighborhood Association Board of Directors
was on hand to view the works on display. Moshe Y recently completed the mural at Middle
River Terrace Park for the dedication of the new Dixie Highway project. The arts play a critical
role in rejuvenating many parts of District 2 and the entire City. Congrats to all involved!

I was very honored to present the City Proclamation in recognition of Pride Month to Chris
Rudisill with the Stonewall Museum and National Archives. We also raised a Rainbow Flag
above City Hall for the first time. I am proud to live in a community that welcomes and
celebrates ALL residents and visitors.

The greatness of our community starts with passionate citizens like you. 

Please do not hesitate to contact our District 2 Commission assistant, Pratima Raju,
with any questions, comments or thoughtful suggestions at praju@fortlauderdale.gov
or 954-828-5923.

Visit the District 2 Website Follow us on Facebook
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