
February 2019 Newsletter

Dear Neighbors,

Hope everyone had a very loving Valentine's Day! So much to talk about and can't
possibly mention everything, but will try to hit the highlights. Let's begin.

10 Best Cities for Art Lovers -
​Fort Lauderdale Ranks #4!

I was pleased to announce last month that
Fort Lauderdale made Bloomberg’s Top
21 Places to Visit in 2019 alongslide
destinations like Grenada, Kuala Lumpur,
and Paris. Well the accolades continue
with Fort Lauderdale at number four on
the list of 10 Best Cities for Art Lovers in
the US according to Apartment Guide.
Their picks include the Museum of
Discovery and Science, the Bonnet House,
and the NSU Art Museum. Congrats to all
of our cultural institutions and an ever-
growing arts community!

10 Best Cities for Art Lovers in the US

Pre-Agenda Meeting
Monday, February 18 from 5:30-7:00PM

Fort Lauderdale City Hall, 8th Floor Conference Room
100 North Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301

https://www.apartmentguide.com/blog/best-cities-for-art-lovers-per-capita/
https://www.apartmentguide.com/blog/best-cities-for-art-lovers-per-capita/
https://fortlauderdale.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/community-redevelopment-agency/beach-cra/las-olas-beach-park-project
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-manager-s-office/strategic-communications/march-ballot-initiatives
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-manager-s-office/strategic-communications/march-ballot-initiatives
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/Home/Components/News/News/3389/16?backlist=%2f
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/9023/531
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/8790/2312
https://files.hpcceastdiv.com/Forms/Viewform.aspx?Formkey=820BGBKQUVUECHBON0DEC7AE2JZCZ6YZ
https://danmarinofoundation.org/


Please join me at the District 2 community forum to review the agendas for the
upcoming Fort Lauderdale City Commission Meetings. Your questions and
comments are welcomed.

Click below to view the upcoming Fort Lauderdale City Commission Agendas.
Agendas are typically posted by Friday afternoon.

Note: Two or more Fort Lauderdale City Commissioners or City of Fort Lauderdale
advisory board members may be in attendance.

Commission Agendas

Las Olas Parking Garage - Parking and Permits

Accessible from both Birch Road and Las Olas Circle, the Las Olas Garage is a state-of-
the-art five-story facility that offers more than 650 parking spaces. The Las Olas garage
includes numerous amenities such as marquee signs displaying the number of available
spaces, restrooms, bicycle lockers, 24-hour security, and an amenity deck on the top
floor offering spectacular views of the Intracoastal and cityscape.
 
Parking fees in the garage are $2.00 an hour for a maximum of 10 hours daily. Visitors to
the new garage have the ability to pay for their parking through the convenient Pay by
Phone app or through the parking meters. Neighbors can also purchase the Las Olas
Garage permit for $50+tax per month for the ability to park on the third floor or higher
including overnight. You may purchase this permit at the Transportation and Mobility
Department located at 290 NE 3rd Avenue between the hours of 7:45am-4:00pm
Monday-Friday or call Parking Services at 954-828-3700.

Parking Permits Las Olas Beach Park Project

https://fortlauderdale.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/transportation-and-mobility/parking/monthly-parking-permits
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/community-redevelopment-agency/beach-cra/las-olas-beach-park-project


2020 Prioritization and Budget
The City Commission met last month for the two-day annual goal-setting workshop to set
the framework for the 2020 budget. Priorities and Top Projects include Affordable
Housing, Homelessness, Stormwater Masterplan, Utility Infrastructure, Sidewalks, Algae
Blooms, Las Olas Corridor, Birch and Breakers Streetscape, Historic Preservation, and
Beautifying our Streetscapes.

Key Meetings regarding the 2020 Budget Process
Budget and CIP Department Reviews (All Funds): March - Early April
Staff Revenue Estimating Conference Committees: March - April
Presentations to the Budget Advisory Board: May
Preliminary Budget to the City Commission: June
Joint Budget Advisory Board and City Commission Workshop: Tuesday, June 18
City Manager Proposes Preliminary Budget to City Commission: Tuesday, July 9
City Auditor Review of Proposed Budget: July- August
Joint Budget Advisory Board and City Commission Workshop: Tuesday, August
20
Two Public Hearings and the Adoption of the City Budget: September

Scooters

On February 5, the Commission heard from scooter providers and neighbors regarding
the status of the scooter program and future opportunities. After the over two-hour
discussion, there was a consensus to continue with the program; however, much more
work needs to be done by the providers, riders and city. We asked staff to come back
with specific recommendations to regulate speed, designated parking areas, hours of
operations, and enforcement. I also suggested that we increase provider fees to the city
to cover the cost of enforcement and rider safety education. On a related note, the City
Commission on first reading banned scooters from operating in a six-block area on the
barrier island during the upcoming weeks for Spring Break. I requested for the second
reading to include the entire barrier island to make enforcement easier. 

Watch the Feb. 5 Dockless Mobility Commission Conference Discussion

City of Fort Lauderdale Dockless Mobility Program

Tuesday, March 12 Election – Parks Bond, Police Bond, City Elections

The City of Fort Lauderdale will have three important items on the Tuesday, March 12

http://fortlauderdale.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1009
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/transportation-and-mobility/transportation-division/programs-policies-and-initiatives/dockless-bike-and-scooter-sharing


ballot. I discussed both the Parks and Police Bond in the last newsletter and will be
sending out an update with the City’s Education page to provide all the details. The ballot
will also include a charter amendment to hold our elections in November instead of
March,
eliminate the primary election, and move to four-year terms to stay in line with
Presidential election years. The purpose of these changes is to increase voter turnout
which usually hovers at only 7-14% while cutting costs associated with both primary and
March elections totaling hundreds of thousands of dollars.

There are NO in-person early voting opportunities for this election, so please mark your
calendars and plan accordingly to participate in the March 12 Election.

Wednesday, March 6: Last Day to Request Vote-by-Mail Ballot

Tuesday, March 12: Election Day, Vote at Assigned Location

City of Fort Lauderdale - March 12 Municipal Election

Broward County Supervisor of Elections

https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-manager-s-office/strategic-communications/march-ballot-initiatives
https://www.browardsoe.org/










I joined my colleagues to honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. First we
gathered at the L.A. Lee Family YMCA then headed over to Sistrunk Blvd. to begin the
parade all the way to Esplanade Park downtown. There the festival swung into full gear.



So many terrific participants all day and when I looked out at the crowd in the Park, I
could not help but think how fortunate we are to live in a City that embraces our diversity
and our inclusivity.

On January 22, the City hosted the third
annual tree planting ceremony in Holiday
Park in observance of Tu B'Shevat - the
Jewish holiday that marks the "New Year
for Trees." We were joined by the Consul
General of Israel, executives of the Jewish
National Fund and so many community
leaders.

Congratulations to the Fort Lauderdale
Orchid Society and Fairchild Tropical
Botanical Garden who have partnered to
help restore endangered native orchid
species in Broward County and South
Florida (Million Orchid Project). 250
orchids will be installed in Holiday Park
This project brings together everything
great about Fort Lauderdale: nature,
history, beauty, and community! Pictured:
Claire Garrett and Tin Ly.

For the second year, the City Commission
considers sea level rise/climate
change/resiliency/infrastructure to be one
of our top priorities. Thank you to our
Public Works Department for presenting
an excellent workshop on Tuesday,
January 29 for the public to understand
how we are preparing for the present and
the future.

Thank you to everyone for all the kind
birthday wishes! And thank you to my
colleagues on the City Commission for the
celebration on Tuesday evening during
our dinner break.



On Tuesday, February 5, the Commission
held a robust discussion on e-Scooters at
our Conference Meeting. Great input from
the many public speakers. Our consensus
was to not ban the scooters, but to work to
improve the program and ensure that the
City, the providers, and the riders all do
their part. I felt it was important to ride a
scooter before our meeting - important to
experience it first-hand!

The City of Fort Lauderdale lost a pillar in
our Community. Ron Centamore was the
president of the Progresso Village Civic
Association, the president of the Council of
Fort Lauderdale Civic Associations, and
last year’s Distinguished Citizen of the
Year. More than any of that, he was a
man who cared deeply about our City and
worked tirelessly to ensure that this was
the best place possible to live, work, and
play. I will miss his passion, his wisdom,
his advice, and his friendship.

The greatness of our community starts with passionate citizens like you. 

Please do not hesitate to contact our District 2 Commission assistant, Pratima
Raju, with any questions, comments or thoughtful suggestions at
praju@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5923.

Visit the District 2 Website Follow us on Facebook

mailto:praju@fortlauderdale.gov
http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/government/city-commission/commissioner-steven-glassman
https://www.facebook.com/glassman4ftl/

