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WLRN Radio Interview on Sundial with Luis Hernandez

Enjoyed my interview with Luis on Thursday; we covered a wide range of current hot
topics. Read the link and the audio is attached for your listening pleasure!

WLRN Radio Interview

Beach Trips, Traffic and Safety

In keeping true to our vision of smart growth, we strive to ensure development projects
pass the scrutiny of data-driven review prior to approval.  At the last few Commission
meetings, I have expressed concerns regarding the trip calculations, traffic ratings, and
emergency service response times for a number of proposals on the Barrier Island. The
“trips” metric, and a corresponding maximum cap, was established to limit the number of
vehicle trips to the barrier island, reduce congestion, and ensure that A1A is a
manageable corridor. Each project—whether it is a condo, resort, restaurant, etc.—
generates trips depending on its size, and the number of remaining trips is dwindling as
we approach the cap with each project approved on the beach.
The number of trips available varies drastically from chart to chart over the past year
through the planning process and the methodology is unclear. A trip chart from
September 2018 indicated we had 69 trips available, but our most recent chart indicated
that only 14 trips remain after looking at pending projects. Public projects like our own
Las Olas Marina project, expected to generate over $100M over 50 years, and the
potential to develop the City-owned Natchez site, do not have secured trips or priority
over other projects. It is imperative that we have a clear understanding of available trips,
types of trips and trips allocated for previous and future projects since it is one of our
fundamental tools in assessing and planning development on the barrier island.

Safety is the core of any community, and should be the primary goal of any public
servant. I’m more than concerned that response times to neighborhoods along the Las
Olas Isles and on the beach are over nine-minutes for emergency services vehicles.
While our first responders do a commendable job and move as quickly as they can, poor
traffic patterns and crippling congestion can undermine their effectiveness. This is not
good for City residents who live on the beach or visit the beach, nor is this ideal for
tourists.  

Clear, transparent information and data about beach developments are necessary when
looking at a holistic vision for the beach, especially with the limited number of trips
available for development. 

FY2020 Budget Adoption Timeline

Last year, after months of discussion and hours of excellent staff work, the City
Commission was forced to go through an 11th hour line by line review on the dais which
proved excruciating for the community, city staff, and the Commission. In October of
2018 I said, “It is imperative that the next year's budget process begins much earlier, is
more comprehensive, has much more public input, and provides greater participation
from the Budget Advisory Board(BAB).”

This fiscal year we began the planning process earlier by moving up our Goal Setting

https://www.wlrn.org/post/lawmakers-fort-lauderdale-vote-get-raises-atlas-airline-investigation-art-flamenco
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/parks-recreation/special-events/4th-of-july-spectacular
https://mods.org/daily-calendar/mods-pride-day/
https://historyfortlauderdale.org/museum/
https://gyr.fortlauderdale.gov/
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/Home/Components/News/News/3649/16
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/community-redevelopment-agency/beach-cra/las-olas-beach-park-project
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/public-works/engineering/go-big-go-fast


and Prioritization Workshop from April to January. The workshop allowed for discussion
regarding critical issues and outcome-based objectives that helped facilitate the
Commission’s goals and priorities for the fiscal year 2020.

After analyzing that information and input from the Budget Advisory Board, City Manager
Chris Lagerbloom and his staff have provided a preliminary budget with
recommendations regarding our General Fund. Much more information, including how
the Commission Goals developed our FY2020 Commission Annual Action Plan, is
available by clicking the button below.

City Manager's Proposed Preliminary Budget

This past Tuesday, the Commission held a joint meeting with the Budget Advisory Board
and was presented a 10-year Stantec Consulting revenue sufficiency analysis with BAB
and City Commission to show the long-term financial sustainability of the General Fund
and other funds. In particular, the meeting provided discussion regarding the fire
assessment fee increase for full cost recovery and the millage rate before the City
Commission sets the maximum rates on July 9. Lastly, the Commission continues
to phase out the practice of using water and sewer funds for other purposes.
 
Below is a timeline for the adoption of the FY2020 Budget:

July 9 – Full Proposed Budget is officially submitted to the City Commission
The City Commission will set the non-ad valorem tax rates, maximum millage
rate, and public hearing dates that will be sent to the Broward County
Property Appraiser for the Truth Rate in Millage (TRIM) notices.

August 20 – Joint Commission/Budget Advisory Board (BAB) Meeting
The BAB can make recommendations to the City Commission regarding the
City Manager’s proposed budget before it is adopted by the City
Commission in September.

September 3 and September 12 – Public Hearings – FY 2020 Budget
These are the budget hearings required by state law to adopt the budget,
millage rate, and the various non ad valorem assessments included in the
budget.

October 1 – Public Hearings – FY 2020 Budget

PLEASE CLICK ON ALL IMAGES BELOW FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDING
EACH EVENT

https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-manager-s-office/budget-cip-and-grants-division/annual-budgets
















So honored to recognize Fort Lauderdale
High School graduate Watson Lubin for his
achievement as "Top in the World
Cambridge Scholar." Congrats!

The Fort Lauderdale City Commission met
with the Broward County Commission to
move forward with next steps for our new
joint government building.

Fun evening! The rain did not dampen the
spirit at the ribbon cutting for the Notorious
Creamery at the Hive in
Flagler/MASS. Congrats to rapper Tory
Lanez and partner Bobby Velez. Ice cream
and summer - perfect!

Thoroughly enjoyed participating on the
panel "Art, Culture, and the Creative
Economy in Fort Lauderdale" at the very
cool shared space Pipeline. Thank you
Choose954 and The UniteUs Group.
Terrific turnout of artists and creative
thinkers!



Wilton Drive was packed with more than
40,000 revelers celebrating Stonewall
Pride. Great to march in the parade with
Commissioner Sorensen and so many
elected officials from all across our great
County. Amazing spirit and fabulous
people! 

What a great morning with Commissioner
Sorensen and 3 North Side Elementary
third grade classes at the graduation of
the FOP Reading Program in memory of
Jack Lokeinsky. Each student received a
Kindle! Thank you to our Police for this
amazing public service and for loving and
caring about our children.

Memorial Day Ceremony at the Sandy
Nininger Statue on the Riverwalk. We
remember those who died for our freedom
and liberty. "We don't know them all, but
we owe them all."

The Great American Beach Party on Fort
Lauderdale Beach was a blast! So enjoyed
the SOCOM Para-Commandos Parachute
Jump and Tribute to our Armed Forces as
we remember those who gave their lives
for our freedom.

Robust conversation at the 8th meeting of
the Las Olas Mobility Working Group.
Excellent presentation concerning the
difficulty of navigating the boulevard if you
require a wheelchair or have other needs.

Sailboat Bend is our only designated
historic neighborhood and many new
members and Board members have
recently joined their association. Great
energy and it was a pleasure to address



We are determined to make Las Olas work
for everyone. 

them as we work together through their
improvements.

The following Advisory Boards are available to serve on for District 2:
 

Complete Count Advisory Committee
Community Services Board

 
If you are interested, please apply online.

 
Feel free to contact District 2 Commission assistant, Pratima Raju at

praju@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5923 if you have any questions.

Please visit the Fort Lauderdale Calendar for a complete list of events and
details.

Fort Lauderdale City Calendar

Steve Glassman
Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner, District 2 

The greatness of our community starts with passionate citizens like you. 

Please do not hesitate to contact our District 2 Commission assistant, Pratima
Raju, with any questions, comments or thoughtful suggestions at
praju@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5923.

Visit the District 2 Website Follow us on Facebook

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aeaEvy0ddVGNuTpV5cQt5k6zbezUBFqWZWZyKTgYBPh9AIPH-_WeVBuuOcv2H6_SALE53MHR8IqH-2pcwA3NcTEfkbC02LSBbvmeLYwP-m_3CqNZis2LC8_3wgSKK4cv6dDNV-3TDKchtoS6_cQnnM7pEKCH7a6vu7JCSEuqfOSDrWAy3u6UKlzED82U6zFp_lr00d3pudc=&c=YmCKirv6kb_NpMteRd9Wsj9zu5tN-hqZAjgeVVqKKsGC0g5mbsoHXA==&ch=TZYZzGNoyYT3E9CE1JKZaqn9yEpsr-r-8H2bqNZ-7N7D5FIsW5hY_g==
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-manager-s-office/strategic-communications/event-calendar
mailto:praju@fortlauderdale.gov
http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/government/city-commission/commissioner-steven-glassman
https://www.facebook.com/glassman4ftl/

