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After 20 years of talk and a popular uprising against two massive, out-of-scale proposed
projects, we have secured a victory for the City! The Commission voted unanimously to
approve a site plan and amended lease for the publicly owned Las Olas Marina at our
last Commission meeting on Tuesday, July 9.

I have been a city activist for over two decades, serving for seven years as President of
the Central Beach Alliance, and fighting massive, over-developed projects on this exact
site of prime public property. In 2003, I actively fought the Palazzo Las Olas Project which
crowded over 1 Million+ square feet for three 5-story buildings and a 16-story tower on
both sides of the Las Olas Bridge, blocking the views of countless residents and
eliminating Las Olas Circle. In 2014, the City considered an unsolicited marina proposal
from LOMMXD that included large buildings on both sides of the bridge, totaling
600,000+ square feet with a massive 220-room hotel. I proudly stood with my neighbors
to oppose these giveaways to developers because of the massive scale and lack of open
space provided by both projects.

http://fortlauderdale.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1089
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/parks-recreation/recreation/fit-fort-lauderdale
mailto:dda@ddaftl.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/406542240028748/
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/parks-recreation/special-events/starlight-musicals
http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/community-redevelopment-agency/beach-cra/las-olas-beach-park-project
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/public-works/engineering/go-big-go-fast


Top: Palazzo (proposed in 2003 with over 1 Million sq. ft.) Bottom: LOMMXD Marina (proposed in 2014
with over 600,000 sq. ft.)

For the last 16 months, I have worked directly with the developer, Suntex Marina, along
with immediate and nearby neighbors, to address their concerns and find creative
solutions and alternatives to mitigate the impact of the project.

In addition, I met with traffic engineers and marina experts and read as much background
information as I could get my hands on about this project and comparable marinas.

The approved project, with its conservative .3% of the density permitted by code on the
side, includes:

68 boat slips, spanning up to 7,000 linear feet of dock space to accommodate
both mega-yachts and smaller vessels.

Three-story 24,401 square-foot marina services building includes a casual
restaurant, a ship store, a dock master ’s office, boat broker ’s office, office space
for the marine industry, and a captain’s lounge with a fitness area and outdoor
patio and pool.

11,231 square-feet for a quality waterfront restaurant with additional outdoor
dining allowing residents and visitors to enjoy the views of the Intracoastal
Waterway and mega-yachts.

2,266 square-feet of ancillary buildings, including a sundry shop, trash facilities,
restrooms and storage.

1,700 linear-feet of public pedestrian promenade. Sidewalks ranging from eight
feet to nineteen feet in width to form a public pedestrian promenade throughout
the project and abutting the waterway with bike racks and seating.

Extensive landscaping along the promenade will include 192 new trees and
approximately 6,400 new shrubs and other plantings. 

Two breezeways; one open to the sky between the two main buildings and one on
the ground floor of the marina services building. These breezeways are intended
to provide for natural breezes to flow through the development and to provide view
corridors to the marina basin.

Open, green space on the southside of the Las Olas Bridge. The public



promenade (marina and City) will extend from the Portofino condos, through the
entire marina site, under the Las Olas Bridge, past the Venetian condos, and east
all the way to the new Oceanside Las Olas Beach Park being constructed at A1A
and Las Olas.

Top: Site plan for the new Las Olas Marina project. Bottom: Approved three-story marina services
building and two- story restaurant adjacent to the existing Las Olas Parking Garage.

During the Commission meeting, I was able to secure the following changes to the site
plan that will help improve traffic flow and safety for neighbors and visitors:

Working with Jackson Tower and City Staff, there will be an extra 10’ width (taken
from city land) given to Birch Road around Jackson Tower which will now go from a
one-way to a two-way street.



Between the garage and the Marine Services Building: lanes will increase from 10
feet to 11 feet each way and the utilities at the northeast corner of the garage will
be relocated a bit south in order to make room for a right-hand turning lane
(heading south) onto Birch from Las Olas Circle.   

The Marine Services Building will be pushed back an additional 5 feet 4 inches
west (square footage will be reduced from either the building or the restaurant and
will not affect the 20-foot separation between the two structures) so now it will sit
10 feet west of the easternmost portion of the garage; this will create even better
sight lines at Birch and Las Olas Circle in addition to the 20 foot setback from the
street.

I am thrilled that we were able to approve this signature project - not just for the beach,
but for the entire city, true to our nickname: "the yachting capital of the world!" Tourism
and the marine industry are our city's two biggest economic engines. This project
satisfies the needs of both and will deliver hundreds of millions of dollars to Fort
Lauderdale. Your input and involvement helps create and mold the future of Fort
Lauderdale. Again, thank you to everyone that took this over the finish line; this is a fine
example of public land for public purpose.

Article: Sun Sentinel - Las Olas
Marina

Video: Las Olas Marina Commission
Agenda and Discussion - R-6

PLEASE CLICK ON ALL IMAGES BELOW FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDING
EACH EVENT

Thinking about starting a fitness program and need an easy, inexpensive way to try out
various classes? Fit Fort Lauderdale is the program for you.

Fit Fort Lauderdale offers several introductory classes for a one-time quarterly
fee of $5! With your membership you can take a class in yoga, body sculpting, cross fit,
or even try out the new fitness craze DrumFit with live music.

https://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-ne-marina-project-20190709-kka5ppiz35ezxofi2qa62dhzlm-story.html


Click the image above for a complete schedule of trial classes, registration and more
information. At the end of each class, you will be provided with information on how to
register for a full session. Classes are instructed by City of Fort Lauderdale staff or
health and wellness partners.

Session: June 5 - August 10 Fee: $5 Location: Holiday Park

The Downtown Development Authority
(DDA) is soliciting artist/team proposals
t o design and install art along the
existing chain link fence on the western
side of the Broward County Transit
Terminal as part of our Urban Acupuncture
Program.

Proposals are due by July 31, 2019.

To request a copy of the call-to-artist
package, including details about the pre-
submittal meeting, please
email dda@ddaftl.org.

Head over to Laura Ward Plaza next Friday, July 19 at 6 p.m. to watch buskers!

If you aren't sure what buskers are, don't be discouraged -- you aren't alone! Buskers
are street performers and artists that perform in public places like streets, plazas, parks,
etc. The City of Fort Lauderdale, Riverwalk and the DDA have partnered to activate
DowntownFTL with street performers for this event.

https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/parks-recreation/city-parks/holiday-park
mailto:dda@ddaftl.org








Congratulations to Broward County students and teachers for the improved state school
grades - just missed an A overall! There's a special place in my heart for North Side
Elementary, climbing from last year's only F to a C. Enjoyed my time there reading with
the Fort Lauderdale Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) and third graders! Next year - an A!

Thank you so much to Bridge Club
President Allen Bozek who presented the

I absolutely love my quarterly meetings
with the District 2 Neighborhood



City with a check to assist with summer
programs in Holiday Park. The city is lucky
to have such a generous organization!

Presidents and only hope that each of
these special people learn as much from
me as I do from them. Terrific
presentations from budget and code -
thank you to Laura Reece and Porshia
Williams.

Happy Birthday, America! It was truly a pleasure to kick off the day at the annual Idlewyld
Parade. This beautiful neighborhood has upheld this tradition for more than 40 years!
Kudos to organizer Karen Owen and all of the residents. A special thank you to our
police and fire for their service, as well as their attendance. Loved it!

We had an excellent exchange of ideas
and concerns at the meeting of the South
Middle River Civic Association. Thank you
to Dr. Ted Greer of Hope South Florida for
discussing his mission and for answering
the many questions of our neighbors!

Enjoyed attending the grand opening
reception of the High Tide Lounge
poolside at Bahia Mar. Bravo to Chef
Eduardo Roberte for the delicious
welcome! This beautiful, casual spot was
even more enjoyable with the smooth
sounds of the Oriente World Jazz Band.
The culinary/entertainment options in our
City continue to expand!



Thoroughly enjoyed my time with the
Middle River Terrace Neighborhood
Association at Milk Money. Good
discussion of issues in the neighborhood
and a timely presentation by FAU
concerning climate change/sea level rise
and its future impact on Fort Lauderdale.

Thank you to the Lake Ridge Civic
Association and Council of Fort
Lauderdale Civic Associations for hosting
an excellent Hurricane Preparedness
workshop. Valuable info presentations
from our Police Department and CERT
Team to help residents stay safe and be
informed.

The following Advisory Boards are available to serve on for District 2:
 

Complete Count Advisory Committee
Community Services Board

 
If you are interested, please apply online.

 
Feel free to contact District 2 Commission assistant, Pratima Raju at

praju@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5923 if you have any questions.

Please visit the Fort Lauderdale Calendar for a complete list of events and
details.

Fort Lauderdale City Calendar

Steve Glassman
Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner, District 2 

The greatness of our community starts with passionate citizens like you. 

Please do not hesitate to contact our District 2 Commission assistant, Pratima
Raju, with any questions, comments or thoughtful suggestions at
praju@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-5923.

Visit the District 2 Website Follow us on Facebook

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aeaEvy0ddVGNuTpV5cQt5k6zbezUBFqWZWZyKTgYBPh9AIPH-_WeVBuuOcv2H6_SALE53MHR8IqH-2pcwA3NcTEfkbC02LSBbvmeLYwP-m_3CqNZis2LC8_3wgSKK4cv6dDNV-3TDKchtoS6_cQnnM7pEKCH7a6vu7JCSEuqfOSDrWAy3u6UKlzED82U6zFp_lr00d3pudc=&c=YmCKirv6kb_NpMteRd9Wsj9zu5tN-hqZAjgeVVqKKsGC0g5mbsoHXA==&ch=TZYZzGNoyYT3E9CE1JKZaqn9yEpsr-r-8H2bqNZ-7N7D5FIsW5hY_g==
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-manager-s-office/strategic-communications/event-calendar
mailto:praju@fortlauderdale.gov
http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/government/city-commission/commissioner-steven-glassman
https://www.facebook.com/glassman4ftl/

