
CITY OF FORT LAUD ERDA.LE 

AVIATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
FORT LAUDERDALE EXECUTIVE AIRPORT 

RED TAILS CONFERENCE ROOM 
6000 NW 21 AVENUE, FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2025 – 1:30 P.M. 

Cumulative Attendance 
7/2024 - 6/2025 

Board Members Attendance Present Absent 
Mark Volchek, Chair A 3 1 
William Gilbert, Vice Chair P 3 1 
David Ash [via Zoom] P 3 1 
David Cooper P 2 0 
Kelly Gordon A 3 1 
Dr. Jeff Johnson P 4 0 
Robert Laughlin P 3 1 
Kevin Macelhaney P 3 1 
John Vratsinas A 3 1 
Non-Voting 
Commissioner Marlon Bolton P 4 0 
Jeff Helyer, City of Oakland Park A 3 1 

Airport/City Staff 
Rufus A. James, Airport Director 
Chelsea Jones Finley, Airport Program Manager 
Khant Myat, Airport Engineer 
Patrick Donnelly, Advanced Specialist II 
Linda Blanco, Senior Administrative Assistant 
Ronald Aristide, Senior Airport Maintenance Technician 
Ben Rogers, Acting Assistant City Manager 

Others 
Tom Rowe, Atlantic Aviation 
Peter Bizzarro, 2001 NW 64 LLC 
Jacob Nunez, Esq., Nunez & Fleischer, P.A.. 
Chris Allen, Air Flight Charters 
John Caccamise, JM Family Enterprises 
Todd Clarke, JM Family Enterprises 
Hugo Cortes, W Aviation 
Patrick Madden, Coral Ridge Isles Civic Association 
Tom O’Donnell, Kimley-Horn and Associates 
Debbie Puia, The Lofts of Palm Aire 
Alexander Rivera, FXE Jet Center 

CALL TO ORDER 
Vice Chair Gilbert called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Roll was called and a quorum was determined to be present. 
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Motion made by Dr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Macelhaney, to allow Mr. Ash to attend 
the meeting and vote via Zoom. In a voice vote, motion passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
• December 5, 2024 
Motion made by Mr. Laughlin, seconded by Mr. Cooper, to approve the minutes of the 
December 5, 2024, meeting as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 

VOTING ITEMS 
1. FXE Aviation Equipment & Service Facility Expansion Contract Award 

Vice Chair Gilbert informed the Board that the contract bid was found to be incomplete. 

This item was deferred to the next meeting. 

2. FDOT Public Transportation Grant Agreement for the Construction of Runway 9 
Parallel Taxiways Extension 

Mr. Myat provided the presentation and recommended approving the Public 
Transportation Grant Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation in the 
amount of $1,886,440 for the construction of Runway 9 Parallel Taxiways Extension 
project. 

Motion made by Mr. Laughlin, seconded by Mr. Macelhaney, to approve the Public 
Transportation Grant Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation in the 
amount of $1,886,440 for the construction of Runway 9 Parallel Taxiways Extension 
project. Motion passed 6-0. 

3. Assignment of Lease - FL LLC JPTMR Holdings, LLC for Lots 18 and 19 to 2001 
NW 64, LLC 

Mr. James provided the presentation and recommended that the City consent to the 
requested assignment of the FL LLC JPTMR Holdings, LLC Lease for Lots 18 and 19 to 
2001 NW 64 LLC, subject to review by the City Attorney’s Office. 

Jacob Nunez Esq. was present to represent both FL LLC JPTMR Holdings, LLC and 2001 
NW 64, LLC. 

Motion made by Mr. Cooper, seconded by Mr. Laughlin, to recommend that the City 
consent to the requested assignment of the FL LLC JPTMR Holdings, LLC lease for Lots 
18 and 19 to 2001 NW 64 LLC, subject to review by the City Attorney’s Office. Motion 
passed 6-0. 

UPDATE ITEMS 
A. Noise Compatibility Program 
Mr. Donnelly reported that in November there were 848 jet departures from Runway 9, 
with 36 noise submissions from 13 households. In December, there were 879 jet 
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departures from Runway 9, with 35 noise submissions from 21 households. Noise Monitor 
2 did not detect any aircraft exceeding the 80-decibel threshold in November or 
December. 

B. Development and Construction 

12764 - FXE Runway 9-27 Pavement Rehabilitation 
Mr. James stated that the existing asphalt on Runway 9-27 was last rehabilitated in 2004. 
He informed the Board that Airport staff met with tenants regarding their concerns about 
the start date of February 17, a holiday weekend. As a result, the start date was 
rescheduled to February 24 at 10:00 PM. At that time, Runway 9-27 will be closed, and 
Runway 13-31 will remain open for Phase 1 of the project. 

Phase 2 will begin on Friday, February 28 at 10:00 PM, requiring the closure of both 
Runway 9-27 and Runway 13-31 for construction at the runway intersection. 

Phase 3 will begin on Monday, March 3 at 6:00 AM with the reopening of Runway 13-31 
and construction on the western portion of Runway 9-27 until Friday, March 7 at 6:00 AM. 
The contractor was confident they will meet the deadline and will work on a 24/7 cycle. 

Operational data was included in the Board packet. 

Mr. James reported a slight uptick in Airport and Helistop operations however, the 
customs numbers and fuel flowage slightly decreased. Mr. James informed Vice Chair 
Gilbert that the Helistop project should not affect its operations. 

C. Arrearages
Mr. James stated there were no rent or fuel flowage arrearages to report. 

D. Communication to the City Commission 
None  

E. Other Items 
i. Challenge Air for Kids and Friends – 2025 Fort Lauderdale Fly Day 

Ms. Jones Finley stated that on Saturday, January 25, Banyan Air Service, in partnership 
with Challenge Air for Kids and Friends, will host the 2025 Fort Lauderdale Fly Day at 
FXE. Challenge Air for Kids and Friends was started in 1993 and is dedicated to 
empowering kids and young adults with special needs through the gift of flight. With the 
support of sponsors, pilots, aircraft owners, and volunteers, they can provide 30-minute 
flights for participants and their families. 

Ms. Jones Finley informed the Board that the founder of Challenge Air, Rick Amber, 
became a quadriplegic when his jet crashed in 1971. He subsequently invited a group of 
physically challenged children on a flight and recognized that overcoming his disability 
helped change the children’s perception of disabilities. 
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Ms. Jones Finley also stated that over 100 families would be participating this year. The 
flights will take off from Banyan North, fly to the bend in the Sawgrass and return to FXE. 
The Executive Airport thanks Don Campion and Banyan Air Service, the Rotary Club of 
Fort Lauderdale, the Civil Air Patrol, the pilots, co-sponsors, and the Air Traffic Control 
Tower, for their instrumental roles in ensuring the event’s success. 

ii. Annual Open House Event and Achievement in Community 
Excellence Awards 

Mr. James announced that on Thursday, January 30 at 5:30 PM, the Airport will host its 
annual ACE awards and Open House event at Jet Runway Cafe. There will be five 
honorees: Southeast Toyota/JM Family Enterprises for the ACE award; Amazon for the 
Green Champion award; Hop-a-Jet and ATP Flight School for the Special Recognition 
award; and Duncan Aviation for the Distinguished Service Award. 

iii. Public Comments 
None 

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING DATE: Thursday, February 27, 2025, at 1:30 P.M. 

Any written public comments made 48 hours prior to the meeting regarding items 
discussed during the proceedings have been attached hereto. 


