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Funding to Support Sustainability and Climate Resiliency

The City of Fort Lauderdale is taking bold steps forward with a commitment to achieve net zero
greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) for governmental operations by 2040 and the entire community
by 2050. While climate resilience has long been a City priority, this is Fort Lauderdale’s time to
lead the community forward to a more sustainable future. With the FY 2026 budget, the City is
advancing a range of strategic initiatives — totaling $343,216,594 — focused on reducing
emissions, enhancing resilience, and protecting the environment and waterways. These initiatives
reflect the City of Fort Lauderdale’s commitment to build a sustainable future for all.

Environmental Initiatives and Resiliency Solutions

The City is committed to advancing sustainability and resiliency initiatives through targeted
investments and strategic staffing. The following budgeted items highlight key programs focused
on achieving Net Zero goals, promoting environmental stewardship, and strengthening the City’s
resiliency.

FY 2026 Amount | Citywide Programs and Initiatives

Stormwater bond funding to advance Fortify Lauderdale, a Citywide
$ 330,000,000 | initiative focused on improving resilience to the impacts of chronic flooding
within the City’s most vulnerable neighborhoods and communities.

Funding to support the Sustainability Operations Team, which is focused
on the implementation of the City's Net Zero Program and other
1,607,515 | environmental initiatives. In addition, this includes funding for a Chief
Resilience Officer to lead Citywide resilience efforts and ensure resilience
is integrated into City strategies and departmental program planning.

Funding for the Green Your Routine Program, which promotes waste
reduction, recycling, and sustainability practices through community
engagement, volunteerism, and education. In addition, this includes
funding for a Resilience Outreach Coordinator who engages with
businesses and neighborhoods to invest in resiliency efforts, address
environmental challenges, and develop educational programs.

Capital funding in the Parking Fund and Fleet Fund to install additional
250,000 | electric vehicle (EV) charging stations at City parking lots and City facilities,
supporting the transition to cleaner, energy-efficient vehicles.

291,369

Funding for the City’s Urban Forestry Program aims to expand tree

174,846 coverage Citywide and achieve 33% canopy coverage by 2040.

Funding for the Parks and Recreation Department to do the following:
install water saving irrigation systems along Powerline Road, upgrade 25
139,865 | medians with pressure regulation valves to reduce water consumption,
replace the irrigation pumps at Holiday Park and Carter Park with energy
efficient stations, and install smart irrigation controllers at baseball fields.

Funding for a Sustainability Analyst in the Public Works Department who
119,332 | works to enhance the efficiency of City facilities by analyzing energy use,
water consumption, and greenhouse gas emissions.

Funding to pilot a solar panel program for the installation of solar panels at
two City facilities, advancing the City’s transition to clean energy.

100,000

$ 332,682,927 | Total for Environmental Initiatives and Climate Solutions
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Protecting and Cleaning City Waterways

The City is committed to protecting and maintaining its waterways through coordinated efforts
across multiple departments, including stormwater system upkeep, canal cleaning, and water
quality monitoring in compliance with environmental standards. The FY 2026 initiatives
highlighted below emphasize the efforts towards providing clean, accessible waterways for all
residents.

FY 2026 Amount | Citywide Program and Initiative

The Public Works Department budget includes funding for the maintenance
$ 3,546,177 | of the City’s stormwater system, which includes street sweeping, catch
basin maintenance, and illegal dumping cleanup.

The Parks and Recreation Department's budget includes funding for the
2,209,737 | Marine Facilities Fund, which ensures neighbors have access to clean,
well-maintained public boat ramps, marinas, and local waterways.

The Police Department's budget includes funding for the Marine Unit, which
2,146,001 | includes dedicated officers responsible for patrolling local waterways and
enforcing marine laws and regulations.

Grant funding from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection
1,100,000 | (FDEP) to renovate the Cooley’s Landing Marina with sea wall
improvements, security lighting, and trash receptacles.

The Public Works Department budget includes funding for ongoing canal
863,944 | cleaning, which involves removing debris, controlling invasive aquatic
vegetation, and maintaining unobstructed water flow.

The Public Works Department budget includes funding to maintain and
expand the Waterway Quality Monitoring Program along with incorporating
272,444 . : . : )
molecular source tracking to identify the potential urban sources of certain
bacteria.

The Public Works Department includes funding for water quality monitoring
in compliance with the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES), environmental clean-up efforts, and the purchase of pollution
mitigation equipment to help protect local waterways.

211,771

The City Manager’s Office budget includes funding to support the Chief
133,593 | Waterways Officer, a position responsible for overseeing waterway
cleanup efforts and monitoring the City’s 165 miles of navigable waterways.

The FY 2026 budget includes a grant from the Broward Boating
50,000 | Improvement Program (BBIP) to support the removal and disposal of
derelict vessels, which pose environmental and navigational hazards.

At no cost, the City is partnering with the nonprofit organization, Coastal
Conservation Association (CCA), to conduct an Oyster Pilot Program to
- | create living seawalls in the New River to help naturally filter water, improve
marine habitats, and support coastal resiliency.

$ 10,533,667 | Total for Protecting and Cleaning City Waterways

$ 343,216,594 | Total FY 2026 Funding for Environmental Initiatives
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