
 
  

  
 

 
 

      
 

   
    

    
     

     
    

    
    
    

    
    

    
    

    
     

 
 

 
   

  
  

  
  

  
  

 
 

  
  

    
   

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 

AVIATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
FORT LAUDERDALE EXECUTIVE AIRPORT 

RED TAILS CONFERENCE ROOM 
6000 NW 21 AVENUE, FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 

THURSDAY, MAY 29, 2025 – 1:30 P.M. 

Board Members Attendance 
Mark Volchek, Chair P 
William Gilbert, Vice Chair P 
David Ash P 
David Cooper P 
Louis Gavin P 
Kelly Gordon P 
Dr. Jeff Johnson P 
Robert Laughlin [via Zoom] P 
Kevin Macelhaney A 
John Vratsinas P 
Non-Voting 
Commissioner Marlon Bolton P 

Airport/City Staff 
Rufus A. James, Airport Director 
Carlton Harrison, Assistant Airport Director 
Chelsea Jones Finley, Airport Program Manager 
Khant Myat, Airport Engineer 
Angelia Basto, Senior Financial Administrator 
Miguel Laca, Financial Administrator 
Linda Blanco, Senior Administrative Assistant 
Katharine Lee, Airport Projects Support 

Others 
Jon Tonko, Banyan Air Service 
Janet Benitez, Michael Baker Int’l. 
Debbie Puia, The Lofts of Palm Aire 
Manda Metzger, Michael Baker Int’l. 
Lars Struck, Fort Lauderdale Executive Jet Center 
Lynda Zur, Fort Lauderdale Executive Jet Center 
Alex Rivera, Fort Lauderdale Executive Jet Center 
Santiago Escobar 
Thomas Rowe, Atlantic Aviation 
Travis Werth, JM Family Enterprises 
Cody Parham, Garver 
Stephanee Robbbins, BITTS 

Cumulative Attendance 
7/2024 - 6/2025 

Present Absent 
4 2 
5 1 
5 1 
4 0 
2 0 
5 1 
6 0 
5 1 
4 2 
5 1 

6 0 



 
                            

 
 
 

 
     

 
  

 
 

 
   

 
      

 
 

 
  

 
        

  
 

 
    

      
   

   
 

      
  

 
 

 
   

 
      

  
      

   
 

 
    

    
    

     
 
  

Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport 
Advisory Board meeting     2 
May 29, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Volchek called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 

Chair Volchek announced that Board member Jeff Helyer recently passed away. The 
Board observed a moment of silence. 

ROLL CALL 
Roll was called, and a quorum was determined to be present. 

Motion made by Mr. Gilbert, seconded by Mr. Ash, to allow Mr. Laughlin to attend the 
meeting via Zoom. Motion passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
• March 27, 2025 

Motion made by Mr. Gilbert, seconded by Mr. Cooper, to approve the minutes of the 
March 27, 2025, meeting as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 

VOTING ITEMS 
1. FXE Parcel 15, LLC – Parcel 15 Lease Amended Phase Plan 
Mr. James provided the presentation and recommended approval of the Parcel 15 Lease 
Amended Phase Plan. This would rearrange the construction phases to build the hangar 
first and then the ramp space. 

Motion made by Mr. Gilbert, seconded by Dr. Johnson, to approve the Parcel 15 Lease 
Amended Phase Plan. Motion passed 9-0. 

UPDATE ITEMS 

A. Noise Compatibility Program 

Ms. Jones Finley reported that in March, Noise Monitor 2 detected three aircraft, out of 
769 jet departures from Runway 9, that exceeded the 80-decibel threshold; the Airport 
received 23 noise inquiries. In April, Noise Monitor 2 indicated that two aircraft, out of 
1,142 jet departures from runway 9, exceeded the 80-decibel threshold; there were 71 
noise submissions. 

Ms. Jones Finley stated that the increase in noise submissions in April was due to some 
residents’ concerted efforts to report more aircraft flying over their homes. More 
households submitted reports, however, of the 71 complaints received, 59 came from the 
east and 27 were from one household. 



 
                            

  
 
 

  
 

   
      

     
    

   
     

  
 

   
 

  
  

 
  

 
    

  
  

 
      

   
      

  
  

 
    

    
        

   
 

      
     

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
   

 
     

 
     

 
 

Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport 
Advisory Board meeting     3 
May 29, 2025 

B. Development and Construction 

12764 - FXE Runway 9-27 Pavement Rehabilitation 
Mr. Harrison reported that the Runway 9-27 Pavement Rehabilitation project was 
completed on April 18, 2025. He then discussed the industry-wide delays they were 
experiencing with electrical component replacements due to demand caused by all the 
electrical damage that occurred at airports in the last hurricane season. Mr. James said 
this also delayed the runway rehabilitation project. The Airport was ready in November 
but the electrical contractor could not obtain the runway lights until February. 

Airport Operations data was included in the Board’s packet. 

C. Arrearages
Mr. James stated there were no rent or fuel flowage arrearages to report. 

D. Communication to the City Commission 
None 

E. Other Items 
I. FXE Community Events 

• 2025 Fort Lauderdale Air Show – Blue Angels at FXE 
Ms. Jones Finley stated that FXE served as the home-base for the U.S. Navy Blue Angels 
this year from April 29 to May 4. The fleet was comprised of seven F-18 Super Hornets 
and one C-130. Their presence brought pride and a sense of national spirit to the 
community. Mr. Harrison played a video. 

Ms. Jones Finley thanked the City of Fort Lauderdale, Banyan Air Service for hosting the
aircraft and more than 80 Blue Angels team members, the Fort Lauderdale Police 
Department and security detail, the Air Dot Show Tour for selecting FXE, Airport leaders 
Mr. James and Mr. Harrison, and Airport staff. 

Board members were provided a current Active Project Status report. Mr. Harrison invited 
Board members’ input on the format and said this would be generated monthly for the 
Board. 

II. Public Comments 
None 

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:55 p.m. 

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING DATE: Thursday, June 26, 2025, at 1:30 P.M. 

Any written public comments made 48 hours before the meeting regarding items 
discussed during the proceedings have been attached. 


