
 
   

 
 

 
     

 
   
    

    
     

     
    

    
    
    

    
    

    
    

    
  

  
   

 
 

 
    

  
  

  
 

  
  

 
 

 
  

  
  

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

  
 

 
  

CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 

AVIATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
FORT LAUDERDALE EXECUTIVE AIRPORT 

RED TAILS CONFERENCE ROOM 
6000 NW 21 AVENUE, FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 

THURSDAY, JUNE 26, 2025 – 1:30 P.M. 

Cumulative Attendance 
7/2024 - 6/2025 

Board Members Attendance Present Absent 
Mark Volchek, Chair P 5 2 
William Gilbert, Vice Chair P 6 1 
David Ash P 6 1 
David Cooper P 5 0 
Louis Gavin P 3 0 
Kelly Gordon P 6 1 
Dr. Jeff Johnson P 7 0 
Robert Laughlin P 6 1 
Kevin Macelhaney A 4 3 
John Vratsinas P 6 1 
Non-Voting 
Commissioner Marlon Bolton P 7 0 
(arrived at 1:35 p.m.) 

Airport/City Staff 
Rufus A. James, Airport Director 
Carlton M. Harrison, Assistant Airport Director 
Chelsea Jones Finley, Airport Program Manager 
Khant Myat, Airport Engineer 
Angelia Basto, Senior Financial Administrator 
Patrick Donnelly, Advanced Specialist II 
Linda Blanco, Senior Administrative Assistant 
Katharine Lee, Airport Projects Support 

Others 
Karen Cruitt, Prototype, Inc. 
Hailey Bauwens, Majorie Stoneman Douglas High School 
Akeil McPherson, Blanche Ely High School 
Karolos Liveris, Cypress Bay High School 
Trong Phuc Doan, Coconut Creek High School 
Stephen Martin, AOPA 
Nick Karpathy, EXP (on behalf of HCA) 
John McDonough, HCA 
Janet Benitez, Michael Baker 
Cody Parham, Garver 
Tom O’Donohue, Kimley-Horn & Associates 
Don Campion, Banyan Air Service 
Marshall Myles, FXE Jet Center 
Nicholas Leone, Atkins Realis 
Johannah Carter, Sheltair 
Jim McNeill, Sheltair 
Alex Rivera, FXE Jet Center 



 
  

 
 
 

 

     
 

 

   
 

 
  

 
     

      
 

 

  
 

   
 

 
        

    
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

  
  

 
    

 
 

   
 

 
  

  
   
 

 
 

Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport 
Advisory Board Meeting 2 
June 26, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Volchek called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Roll was called, and a quorum was determined to be present. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
• May 29, 2025 

Motion made by Mr. Gilbert, seconded by Mr. Cooper, to approve the minutes of the May 
29, 2025, meeting as presented. In a voice vote, the Motion passed unanimously. (9-0) 

ELECTIONS 

• Election for Chair 

Chair Volchek shared that his term on the Board would expire in three (3) months, and 
he would not be seeking reappointment. 

Motion made by Mr. Volchek, seconded by Mr. Gordon, to nominate William Gilbert as 
Chair. In a voice vote, the Motion passed unanimously. (9-0) 

Mr. Gilbert asked that Mr. Volchek run the remainder of the meeting. 

• Election for Vice Chair 

Mr. Vratsinas nominated David Cooper as Vice Chair. 

Mr. Gilbert nominated Dr. Jeff Johnson as Vice Chair. 

Discussion ensued briefly. The Board conducted a poll. Mr. Cooper received five (5) votes 
and Dr. Johnson received four (4) votes. David Cooper was named Vice Chair. 

Commissioner Marlon Bolton arrived at 1:35 p.m. 

VOTING ITEMS 
1. Conditional Use Permit Process for Construction and Operation of a Free-

Standing Emergency Room 

Rufus A. James, Airport Director, provided the presentation and recommended approval 
of the construction and operation of HCA Florida Woodmont Hospital Free-Standing 
Emergency Room at 2050 NW 62nd Street, within the City’s General Aviation Airport 
(GAA) Zoning District. 



 
  

 
 
 

    
    

 
     

    
   

 
 

   
 

   
  

   
    

 
 

  
 

  
    

     
     

 
 

  
 

    
  

 
 

  
 

   
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport 
Advisory Board Meeting 3 
June 26, 2025 

Nick Karpathy, EXP, was present on behalf of HCA. He thanked the Board for their 
consideration and stated he was present to answer any questions regarding operations. 

Motion made by Mr. Vratsinas, seconded by Mr. Ash, to approve the Conditional Use 
Permit for construction and operation of a free-standing emergency room as requested. 
In a voice vote, the Motion passed unanimously. (9-0) 

UPDATE ITEMS 
A. Noise Compatibility Program 

Patrick Donnelly, Advanced Specialist II, shared the report for May 2025. He stated there 
were reports of 1,121 jet departures, with 1,000 of those from the primary runway, 
Runway 9. He stated Noise Monitor 2 did not register any [aircraft] above the 80-decibel 
threshold in May, and there was a total of 30 noise inquiries from 10 individual 
households. 

B. Development and Construction 

Carlton M. Harrison, Assistant Airport Director, reminded the Board that at its March 27, 
2025, meeting, they had approved an agreement with Vercetti Enterprises for the 
expansion of the Aviation Equipment and Storage building. The agreement will add 
warehouse space, as well as updating LED lighting, paint, and floors at a cost of 
approximately $2.1 million. He advised that the anticipated completion date was March 
2026. The first pre-construction meeting was held on June 11, and the contractor is 
applying for permits and going into the mobilization phase of the project. Mr. Harrison 
stated operational data for the month of May could be found in the Board packet. 

Mr. Ash asked for clarification on the definition of “substantial completion” [in his update 
memo]. Mr. Harrison explained briefly that typically this date represents approximately 30 
days left in the project. 

i. Project Status Update for Month of June 2025 

Mr. Harrison stated that he provided the latest project update report with changes 
highlighted in red. 

C. Arrearages 

Mr. James advised that there were no arrearages to report. 

D. Communications to the City Commission 

None. 



 
  

 
 
 

  
 

     
    

  
 

 
   

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
       

 
   

 
 

Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport 
Advisory Board Meeting 4 
June 26, 2025 

E. Other Items 

Mr. James provided a brief overview of the Airport’s internship program during the 
summer and school semesters. He stated that typically one (1) intern is taken on at a 
time, but this summer, thanks to Airport Program Manager, Ms. Jones Finley and her 
team, there were four (4) high school interns. 

The interns introduced themselves briefly and shared their ambitions for the future. The 
Board welcomed the interns briefly. 

Mr. Laughlin noted an article in the Washington Post that morning which had mentioned 
FXE with good results. 

i. Public Comments 

None. 

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:50 p.m. 

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING DATE: Thursday, July 24, 2025, at 1:30 P.M. 

Any written public comments made 48 hours before the meeting regarding items 
discussed during the proceedings have been attached. 


