
 
  

  
 

 
 

     
 

   
     

    
    

     
     
     

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

 
    

 
    

 
 

 
  

    
  

  
  

 
  
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 

AVIATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
FORT LAUDERDALE EXECUTIVE AIRPORT 

RED TAILS CONFERENCE ROOM 
6000 NW 21 AVENUE, FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 28, 2025 – 1:30 P.M. 

Board Members Attendance 

William Gilbert, Chair P 
David Cooper, Vice Chair P 
David Ash A 
Louis Gavin A 
Kelly Gordon A 
Dr. Jeff Johnson P 
Robert Laughlin P 
Kevin Macelhaney P 
Mark Volchek A 
John Vratsinas P 
Non-Voting 
Commissioner Marlon Bolton, 
City of Tamarac P 
Narciso Cherson, 
City of Oakland Park P 

Airport/City Staff 
Rufus A. James, Airport Director 
Chris Cooper, Assistant City Manager 
Carlton M. Harrison, Assistant Airport Director 
Chelsea Jones Finley, Division Manager 
Khant Myat, Airport Engineer 
Miguel Laca, Financial Administrator 
Patrick Donnelly, Advanced Specialist II 
Linda Blanco, Senior Administrative Assistant 
Katharine Lee, Airport Projects Support 

Others 
Karen Cruitt, Prototype, Inc. 
Steve Martin, AOPA 
Travis Werth, JM Family Enterprises 
Adam Capistrant, Pet Passages LLC 
Debbie Puia, Lofts of Palm Aire 
Marshall Myles, Executive Jet Center 
Andres Cardona, Ardurra 
Nicholas Leone, Atkins Realis 
Kevin Scott, Kimely-Horn & Associates 
John Carrion, Garver 
Don Campion, Banyan Air 
Ignacio Martinez, W Aviation 

Cumulative Attendance 
7/2025 - 6/2026 

Present Absent 

1 0 
1 0 
0 1 
0 1 
0 1 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
0 1 
1 0 

1 0 

1 0 



 
  

 
 
 

 
     

 
 

   
 

 
  

 
     

   
 

 
 

  
     

 
 

  
   

 
        

  
 

 
     

 
    

 
  

    
   

   
  

 
     

  
 

 
      

 
 

    
       

 

Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport 
Advisory Board Meeting 2 
August 28, 2025 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Gilbert called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Roll was called, and a quorum was determined to be present. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
• August 28, 2025 

Motion made by Dr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Cooper, to approve the minutes of the 
August 28, 2025, meeting as presented. In a voice vote, the Motion passed unanimously. 
(6-0) 

VOTING ITEMS 
1. Design of Runway 27 Bypass Taxiway and Run-up Area Relocation 

Project – Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Airport Infrastructure 
Grant Acceptance 

Mr. Myat, Airport Engineer, provided the presentation and recommended approval of the 
FAA grant agreement in the amount of $637,954. 

Motion made by Mr. Laughlin, seconded by Mr. Macelhaney, to approve acceptance of 
the FAA grant in the amount of $637,954. In a voice vote, the Motion passed 
unanimously. (6-0) 

Mr. Gilbert introduced Narciso Cherson, new non-voting member, to the Board. 

2. Broward County Forensic Science Center – Conditional Use Permit 

Mr. James, Airport Director, provided the presentation and recommended approval of the 
Conditional Use Permit for the Broward County Forensic Science Center at 2000 West 
Commercial Boulevard. The five-story building would house the Forensic Science Center, 
Broward Sheriff’s Office (BSO) Crime Lab, Broward Medical Examiner’s Office, and 
Trauma Center. 

Motion made by Mr. Vratsinas, seconded by Mr. Macelhaney, to approve the Conditional 
Use Permit for the Broward County Forensic Science Center. In a voice vote, the Motion 
passed unanimously. (6-0) 

3. TECO Peoples Gas License Agreement – Lots 1 and 2 – Cypress Creek 
Flex, LLC 

Mr. James provided the presentation and recommended approval of a license agreement 
between the City and TECO Peoples Gas for Lots 1 and 2. 



 
  

 
 
 

    
    

   
 

 
   

 
       

    
     

    
    

 
    

  
  

         
  

 
 

   
    

   
  

 
   

   
 

  
  

 
    

  
 

 
  

   
 
 

 
 

   
   

 
    

   
 

Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport 
Advisory Board Meeting 3 
August 28, 2025 

Motion made by Mr. Macelhaney, seconded by Vice Chair Cooper, to approve a license 
agreement with TECO Peoples Gas for installation of a gas line on Lots 1 and 2 in the 
Airport Industrial Park. In a voice vote, the Motion passed unanimously. (6-0) 

UPDATE ITEMS 
A. Noise Compatibility Program 

Mr. Donnelly, Advanced Specialist II, shared the report for June and July 2025. For June, 
he stated there were 1,037 jet departures, with 969 of those from Runway 9. He stated 
Noise Monitor 2 registered a Gulfstream G-450 noise level above the 80-decibel 
threshold, however there had not been a report generated. He noted there were a total of 
26 noise inquiries from eight individual households. 

For July, Mr. Donnelly stated there were 938 jet departures, with 787 of those from 
Runway 9. He stated four events were registered by Noise Monitor 2 which were above 
the 80-decibel threshold. He advised two were from the same aircraft and none of these 
events resulted in complaints. Mr. Donnelly noted there were a total of 41 noise inquiries 
from 11 individual households. 

Mr. Laughlin pointed to the threshold of 80 decibels and asked if it was possible to 
determine how far above the threshold an event was. Mr. Donnelly stated this information 
was tracked. Mr. Laughlin asked if there was a correlation between the louder noises and 
the complaints received. Mr. Donnelly stated there was not necessarily a correlation seen 
and explained various determining factors. 

Chair Gilbert inquired as to whether the operator is notified of violations. Mr. Donnelly 
confirmed that it is the procedure to notify operators of violations although it is voluntary. 

B. Development and Construction 
i. FXE Project Status Update 

Carlton M. Harrison, Assistant Airport Director, advised there was a minor lull in 
construction activity as everything was in the design or mobilization phase. He noted 
operational statistics were distributed for June and July in the meeting materials. 

Mr. Vratsinas asked if there was any insight into the issue with the contractor at the 
heliport. Mr. Harrison advised the contractor was not going to hold to their price and had 
requested to issue a change order which was not acceptable. He stated that staff was 
working with the Procurement Department to terminate the agreement and enforce 
penalties. 

Mr. Vratsinas asked if the City Attorney’s Office was going to enforce the payment of the 
security bond. Mr. Harrison confirmed that was part of the discussion. 

Mr. Macelhaney sought additional clarification regarding any damage caused by two 
incidents in the report. Mr. Harrison provided additional details. 



 
  

 
 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
      

 
   

 
 

Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport 
Advisory Board Meeting 4 
August 28, 2025 

C. Arrearages 

Mr. James advised that there were no arrearages to report. 

D. Communications to the City Commission 

None. 

E. Other Items 
i. Public Comments 

None. 

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:48 p.m. 

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING DATE: Thursday, September 25, 2025, at 1:30 P.M. 

Any written public comments made 48 hours before the meeting regarding items 
discussed during the proceedings have been attached. 


